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CIty, Pay Nov. 1866, 


THE ensens Conference of the Methodist. Protestant Church, 
convened, according to Disciplinary provision, in the First, 
M. P. Church, Allegheny City, Pa., at 11 o’clock, A. M., and. 
was called to order by Rev: V. Lucas, of the Pittsburgh Con- 
‘ference and pastor of the Church, who moved that Rev. J. 
Scott, D. D., of the Pittsburgh Conference be called tempo-, 
rarily to the Chair. Carried. : 
Appropriate religious services weie conducted by the Chair- 
man, | 
On motion of Rey. J. S. Thrap, Rey. J. H. Hamilton was: ' 
made  Recretary, and Rev. T. B. Assistant, 
A list of Representatives i in: was then made out 
from certificates of members present, as follows : 


of Representatives. 


we 


~ 


Con ference: 


N R. Swirr. GREGORY WHITE. 


Genesee Conference. 
NicHOLAS HILLER. 


E. A. Wueart. 
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Western Michigan Conference. oo 


North Iowa a Conference 
GxoRGE M. ‘Soorr. 


On motion of Wm. Gunckel, a committee of three was or- 
dered to nominate permanent officers of the General Confer- 
ence. W..Gunckel, V. Lucas and were app oint- 
ed said Committee. 

On motion of Rev. J. S. Thrap, a Coinniittes of was 

on Rules of Order. J.S. T. and W. 

Reeves were appointed sald committee. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


J. M. Flood. 

The Committee on permanent organization reported, recom- 
mending Rev. John Scott, D. D., as permanent Chairman, 
and Rev. Jos. J. White, A. M., as Secretary, and Rev. E. A. 
Wheat as Assistant Secretary. These’ brethren were duly 
elected by ballot as permanent officers. 

The Committee on Rules of Order reported for adoption 
the rules of order governing the late Convention at Vincin- 
nati: which, on motion, were adopted. 

On motion, Brs. V. Lucas, Miller and Rhinehart were ap- on 
pointed a Committee on Pulpit Services. +h se) 

The Conference proceeded to fix the hours of meeting — #) ft! 
adjournment, asfollows: 

To meet, at 814 o’clock, A. M., 20 ‘clock, P. M. To ad- 
journ at 12 o’clock, M., and 41g o’clock, P.M. 

On motion of Dr. J. M. Flood, a Committee of five was wiki. 
ordered on Union of non-Episcopal Methodists of this coun- | 

Brown, R. Rose, Wm. Hastings, J. Sargent, Geo. M. | 

On motion of Rev. R. Rose, a Committee of three was or- 
dered on communications and memorials. | A. H. Bassett, V. 
Lucas, N. Hiller. | 


On motion, the following Standing Committees were or-: 
dered: 


Gonferends convened. Religious ser'vices conducted by Dr. 
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Muskingum Conference. 


{ Ministers. Laymen. 
J. 8. Torap, H. E. H. Harrsocx, 


J. W. SouTHARD, MANLEY, 
| J. L. Scort, | THoMAS CHAMBERS, 
HastINGs, _ Francis Scort, 

| Pitishurgh Conference. 

Joun Scort, D.D.. H. 

Grorcre Brown, D.D.,  JoHN REDMAN, 
VALENTINE LUCAS, WILLIAM MILLER, &g 
D. D. JOHN SARGENT, | | 


Ohio Conference. 


Tyomas B. GRawAM, T. DouGuas, 
Rosz, W. Kent. 
Ancet H. Basserr, 

JoserH J. ‘Wark, A. M. 


Ne ew Jersey Conference. 


D. Srorz. 


North Tilinois 


| FINKBINE, 
P. J. STRONG. 

Missourt Conference. 
O.R.Cartron, W.F. Hueuss. 


Ne ew York Conference. 


A. SEAMAN. 


Indiana. 
MorRIsoN, 


Michigan Conference. 
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substitute, until the original question is disposed. Af: by action 
of the Conference. _ 

Dr. Brown presented to the General i the Consti- 

tution and Discipline. of, The Methodist Church, as formed by 

the Convention, at Cincinnati, which, on motion Was referred 

tothe Committee on Union... 

Rev. J. B. Walker, by leave of Conference, read. a Senort of 
the operations, of a self-constituted Board, haying for its ob- 
ject, t to aid i in the education of Tonneeen preparing for the min- 
istry in the M. Church. 

On motion ‘of Dr. Flood, the report, read, and all other pa- 
pers relating to the Board. of Education, were referred to the 
Committee. on Ministerial Education. 

Letters from. Daniel Wait, of Wisconsin. Conterence, W. 
Tipton, of Nebraska Conference, and. G. ‘Williams of N orth 
Missouri Conference, representatives elect, were read. 

The hour for the order of the day having arrived, Rev. H. B. 


“Regions. services by. Rey. s. Young, 

‘Rev. J. H. Hamilton read a paper which on his motion was 
referred to the Committee on. J udiciary. 

Rey. R. Rose on behalf of the Literary. Society and Board 
of Trust read their. Quadrennial Report, which was referred 
to the Committee on Publishing Interests. : 

Leave was granted, to Rey.. A. Bassett, at; a | 
time to make such statements as he might deem proper in ref- 
erence to his connection. with our Publishing Interests in the 
past, inasmuch as he had i in the middle of the term, resigned 
the passion, to which, he had been. elected Py the last General 
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“Opening services by Rey. Snowden. 
Peporta o of Committees being called for, Rev. J. H. Hamil- 
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Committee of Three on Boundaries —M. V.B. Euans, 
N. R. Swift, N. Hiller 

9. A Committee of Three on Missions Thrap, 0. R. 
Carlton, T. Douglass. 

8. A Committee of Five* on College Intereste—Dr. J. M 
Flood, J. Redman, E. Scott, 8. “Morrisén, J. 8. 
-'Thrap, John Cowl. 

4, A Committee Fivet On: 
Gunokel, A. Seaman, W. Miller, E. D. W. 
Reeves, G. W. Kent. © 

Three on Judiciary. =n. Rose, Kos, 
Manley. 

6. A of Three on 
Scott, T. Douglas. 

7. A Committee of One on Statistics—A. H. Bassett. 

8. A Committee of Three on Finance.—W. Rimeh ath i. E. 
HH. Hartsock, W. F. Hughes. 

9, A Committee of Five on Sabbath Schoolamt, 
ilton, G. Kent, D. Chandler, O. R. Carlton, J. Scott, 

Committee of. Five on Ministerial Education. 

Graham, V. Lucas, G. White, a W. Southard, J. White. 

1l. A Committee of Three to Examine Records of. Annual 


SECOND DAY: 


Nov. 16. 


Opening services conducted by Rey. R. Rose. 
.On motion of Dr. J. M. Flood, it, was made the order of ‘i 
day for 1l o ’clock, to hear any statements Rev. Br. Knight | 
might be pleased to make to this General Conference. 
“The Chairman announced several Standing Committees. ie 
‘Dr. Brown offered, the following addifiqnal, rule of order, 
which was adopted : : | 
“No substitute shall be entertained opti] the question ny 
consideration i is laid « on the table, nor shall any amendment be 
entertained which amounts, i in the judgment of the chair, toa 


*Subsequently increased toseven, 
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abundantly e equal to the and. prospective wants of 
the Wesleyan and Methodist Protestant bodies—that it is not 


80 centralized in its location as to be equally accommodating 
both bodies”—and is, moreover, “not promising a career of 


“nsefulness highly gratifying to. our hopes”—but.that-the offer 


to the Methodist Protestant Church of the right of becoming 
joint co-operators in Adrian College, “on just and equal 
terme,” failed to manifest itself as satisfactorily in the Trus- 
- tees, and others of the Wesleyan brethren whom we chanced 


to meet there, and who were doubtless invited to be present 


and notified of our intended visit, as we could desire, or had 
reasonably expected. in view of the liberal proposition made 
to the Convention, and the enthusiasm and -cordiality. with 
which the measure was entertained: ‘Notwithstanding we 


expressed a willingness to accept the proposition made by the 


Commissioners aforesaid, and did all in our power consistent- 
ly to accomplish the object of our mission, yet an unaccount- 


ablo hesitancy and seeming reticence on the part of the Board | 
_ of Trustees, or at least a majority of them, to enter into any 


tangible arrangement, defeated our purpose, and the matter 
was left for future development and ‘arrangement, or at least 


until it could be certainly ascertained that the same can be © 


done in harmony with the feelings and views of all the parties 


in interest, and in consonance with the “ eer ” sub- 


mitted to the Cincinnati Convention. 


An explanation in detail of our failure to effect the desired | 


arrangement satisfactorily is- deemed unnecessary, especially 


as we are most happy to state that an arrangement has been 
entered into in the Providence of God, since our visit afore- _ 


said, by which all that was contemplated in the appointment 


of the undersigned as Commissioners has been realized, and 


the union of joint co-operation so far perfected as to satisfy 
the warmest friends of the enterprise. The organization of 


the “ Collegiate Association | of the Methodist Protestant — 


Church, ” with corporate powers, under the laws of Ohio, with 


noble and praiseworthy success: in securing an Endowment 


Fund. approximating the respectable sum of one hundred 
thousand. dollars, together with the inauguratory steps taken 


toward a union of the non-Episcopal ‘bodies of this country, 
have culminated in a joint proprietorship of Adrian College. 
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 Prustees of Endowment Fund of Collegiate Association M. 


_ of said College with a view to joint educational arrangements. 


cinnati in November, 1862, to visit ‘Adrian College, and in- 
quire into its condition and prospects, and confer with the 


and although but two out of five of the Commissioners, i in the 
, person of the undersigned, were in attendance, yet every de- 


‘oe and all possible facilities afforded to enable us.to fully in- 


| “the College is not established upon ‘a basis of ampleness 


ton on behalf of the Conimittee on 1 Sabbath Schools reported, 
Report laid on the table, 
‘The Finance Committee rep orted through their Chairman 
Br. Rhinehart, which was on motion laid on the table. oO 
‘On motion of Dr. Flood the hour of meeting was changed 
from half past eight o ‘clock to nine o’clock, A.M. 
‘Rey. R. Rose from a Committee appointed by the Board: of 


P. Church made a report of the operations of the Board, which 
was referred to Committee on College Interests. 

Br. Wm. Gunckle reported on behalf of Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the Convention at Cincinnati in’ 1862 to Visit 
Adrian College and enter. upon ‘negotiation with'the Trustees 


The report was referred to the Committee on n College Inter- | 
eats. 
"REPORT: 


of the to Visit ‘Adrian 
The Commissioners, appointed by the General Convention 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, held in the city of Cin- 


Trustees of the same with the view of co- operation and joint 
Management of said institution, i in accordance with the prop- 
osition presented to the Convention through the accredited 
Commissioners of said Trustees,—President Mahan and Pro- 
fessor McEldowney,—beg leave to report— | 


That soon after our appointment we visited Adrian College, 


sirable attention and Christian courtesy were extended toward 


quire into the condition, character and prospects of the Col- 
lege, and upon as thorough an. investigation of all the essen- 
tial points indicated in the proposition of the aforesaid Com- 
missioners in behalf of the Trustees it was possible to make 
under the circumstances, we failed to arrive at any definite or - 
satisfactory conclusion. This result was not attained because | 
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Conference with religious services by. Rev. B. 
Graham. i) 
‘Rev. E. A. Wheat read. a report the ap- 
pointed to consider the action of the Pittsburgh Conference 
in receiving Sixth. Street Station, Cincinnati, froth the Ohio 
Conference into theirs, without the. concurrence of the Ohio i : ie 
Conference. The report was, for the present, laid on the table. the 
Rev. A. H. Bassett read a statement to the General Confer- Ht) ge 
ence, giving an outline of his career as Publishing Agent from tH Me 
1855 to 1864, anda vinditation against certain charges touch- MES 
ine his official career, also, detailing the circumstances which eae 
led him to resign his position as Pebieher: and Book Agent of i dhe 
the Methodist Protestant Church." 
On motion of Rey. J. J.. White a Committee of Five was TPE LG 
appointed. to nominate Trustees, as contemplated by the Char- | ay Ey 
ter of the Endowment Fund of the Collegiate Association M. Ue 
P. Church, which provides for their election by the General Woah 
Conference.. Commitee Kost, Wn. Miller, T. Finkbine, 
Hi. Bassett, N. R. Sw | | 
‘Dr. Brown from the on ‘Union gubmitied a re- 
port, which was on motion laid on the table. 
Rev. T. B. Graham, Chairman of the Committee. on Minis- A 
terial Education, submitted a report, which on motion, was VIER 
laid upon the table. ' | Pi 
Rey. W. H. Marshall from the Consiiatetee to Examine An- Mi ities 
nual Conference submitted the following report | | 
Which was adopted. | 
Your Committee on Journals of Conferences report, that 
only two of the Annual Conferences have presented to the 1 Mi ‘4 
Committee their respective Journals. After a careful exam- ai 1 | 
ination of the Journals of the Missouri and Onondaga Confer- { lI Hal 
| 


ences, we find nothing objectionable inthem. _ : 
I. Chairman. 
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An expected report from the Collegiate Association will more 


fully its objects and purposes. Respectfully submit. 
ted. 


J. 
> Br. A. Seaman was ranted leave of absence, Lads 


“aTReport of Finance Committee taken up; and then laid. upon 
the table. Dr. Brown made some statements j in.reference to the 
action of the Pittsburgh Conference’ im ‘receiving the Sixth 
Street Station Cincinnati from the Ohio Conference, and pre- 
sented some oink to the General Conference from Mic Sixth 
Street Station. - 

Rev. A. H. Bassett read a report of the action of the Ohio 
Conference in reference to the same subj ect. On motion the 
papers read before the Conference were referred to a Com- 


mittee of Three, E. A. Wheat, J. H. Hamilton and F. Scott, 
said Committee. 


Religious services by. Rey. B. ‘Edtiston, 

Rev. G. H. Binkley, made propositions in writing oie 
Rey. A. H. Bassett, for publishing our Church paper at great- 
ly reduced cost,.of publication. Fhe was to the 

Committee on. Publishing Interests. 
A paper was read by Dr. Brown reifeariingy to sti standing 
of ministers and members, holding letters of membership from 


the Church, which was on motion referred to the Committee | 


A motion to refer Dr. Browne papers from the Sixth Street 
Methodist Protestant’ Church together with papers from the 


President of the Ohio Conference to the Committee appointed 


in the case, was persia bi Rev. J. 8. Thatp to lie | on the 
table: Carried: 


Rev. 8. ‘a paper for the 


of ministers by a Committee of laymen certain cases. ‘Re- 
ferred to the Committee on J udiciary. 


Rev. J. B. Walker, Corresponding ort the Board 
of Missions, read the Quadrennial Report of the Board, which 


on motion Was referred to the Committee on Missions. 
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day evening to adopt the report on Ministerial Education as a 
whole, was taken up and passed unanimously. 


‘The Committee on Ministerial Education, beg leave to make 
the following report :. 


They find that of the Methodist Protestant 
in and around Springfield, Ohio, . ve ‘impressed. with the inade-. 


quacy and inefficiency of.our Annual Conference arrange- 


ments, to sufficiently advise, and assist young ei en, ‘eho might 


“desire to enter the ministry, and that at that. time, there was, 
no channel through which the whole Church could unite in 
assisting her sons in obtaining an education for the work of 


the ministry ; and fully believing that it would meet the un- | 


qualified approbation both of the ministry and laity of the en- 


tire denomination—they met January 16th, 1866, and elected 


a Board of Education to serve until the ensuing General Con- 
ference. February Ist, 1866, they met and: formed a Consti- 
tution and By-Laws, elected officers and prepared circulars, 
which they sent, out through the denomination, inviting the 
hearty co-operation of Annual Conferences, Ministers and 
Laymen. These appeals were responded to with the most en- 
couraging success; so that now there is a permanent fund in 
the hands of their ‘Treasurer, of two thousand and five hun-— 
dred dollars safely invested, the interest only of which i is to. 
be used for educational purposes. Beside this, they have in 
other forms a distribution fund of one thousand and six hun- 
dred dollars, now available for the purposes of the Board, all 
of which is now tendered to the control and fostering care of; 
this General Conference. 


We therefore recommend the passage of ti following’ res- 
olutions, and the adoption of the following Constitution. 


Resolved 1. That the: thanks. of this General Conference be ten- 


dered to the officers andmembers of the Board of. penention for 
their untiring zeal, and Christian devotion in labosing: £0 repare 
an efficient and thoroughly educated ministryin the hurch. 
2. That we hereby accept. the fe tendered us of all the assets, 
management and control of all e interests of said Central Board 
of Education. | 
3. That the Board of Education, the control of which we now 
assume shall be Lopated at Pittsburgh, Penn., 
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A written intitetion was recelved, inviting members Of this 
General Conference to attend a meeting of the Temperance 
League in this church, next Tuesday evening at half past seven 
o'clock. The invitation was accepted, and on motion, the 
members agreed to attend. Dr. J. M. Flood, J. H. Hamilton, 
J. B. Walker, T. Finkbine, appointed to address the Temper- 
ance ‘Meeting. _ 

Paul Bagley, an Independent Missionary was 
and invited to an honorary seat. He afterwards meen : 
the Conference on the subject of missions. 


A communication was received from Q. Holton, J ames- 


town, North Carolina, on behalf of many loyal Methodist 
Protestants in his State, asking this General Conference to 


embrace them in a Conference District, and recognize them in 
Union with the loyal Methodist Protestant Church of the 
North. The communication. was referred to the 


on Boundaries. 


Rev. V. Lucas asked and obtained leave to read a list of ap- 


-pointments, made for preaching on the Sabbath, embracing 
about thirty different pulpits. _ 


‘On motion the Report of Committee « on: Ministerial Educa- 
tion was taken from the table and considered seriatim. The 
preamble and three resolutions were adopted. Articles 1 and 
2 of the Constitution were adopted. 


On motion of Dr. Kost, Article 3, was amended by prefix- 


ing the word “Ministerial” to “Baucation, and then adopted. 


Articles 4 and 5 were adopted. 
A motion to adopt the report as a whole was by 


‘several motions, and finally pending the motion to HORS Con- 


ference adjourned. 


FIFTH DAY. 


2 Nov. 19. 


met bia the op g religious services were 
ducted by Rev. M. V. B. Evans. 


The motion pending at the time of adj ournment on Satur- 
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above purposes, for which the Board is created. Tire shall : 


be two departments, as follows: 


(1.) The permanent: fund which shall be with 
app proved § securities. -The interest accruing from this fund 


only shall be used for’ purposes of the Board. 


(2.) The distribution fund which shall be safest to the a 
der of the Board at all times, for the obyeet, a in Arti- 
IL of this Constitution. 


9, The Board shall only. assist: such persons as come to them. 


properly recommended by, some Annnal: Conference or its 


Committee of Examination, 

10. The Board shall the money; trode 
beneficiary who does not enter or continue in the. ministry of. 
VI, 


vented. 


ART. ve The Cotesdpondinis chal be’ ex-officio a 


member of the “Board of Ministerial Education,” and shall 


devote himself faithfully to promote the educational interests | 
under care of the! Board, ‘by presenting the claims of the cause. 


as extensively as.possible to the entire denomination by cor- - 
respondence, visiting Annual Conferences, Stations. and Cir- — 
cuits as far of which is respectfully sub- 


‘mitted. to B. GRaHaM, Chairman. 


On motion, a committee ‘éf thrée’ was appointed to ‘nomi- | 


nate persons to constitute the Board provided for in said re- 
port, and a Corresponding Secretary.; Dr..J.M. Flood, J. AL. 


Hamilton and J ohn Cowl were appointed that. committee. sath 
The Report of, the Committee on Union was taken from 


the table, read, and referred to the Committee on Judiciary, 


On motion, the committee of nomination for the Board of 


Ministerial. Education was enlarged, by the. addition of two 
laymen. Brothers William Ganake), and William Miller were 
then appointed. f+ 


On motion, the report of the to whom was re- 


ferred the action of the Pittsburgh Conference in receiving 
the Sixth street Station of Cincinnati, without, the. concur- 


rence of the Ohio. Conference, was taken from the table, and 


passed. unanimously, as follows: 
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ArticLeE I. The General Conference of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church shall elect at each quadrennial session, a. Boar 
of six members, composed of three ministers and three lay- 


man, anda Corresponding Secretary, all members of the Meth- | 
odist Protestant Church, who shall” be amenable to the Gen- 2 


eral Conference for all their official acts. 


"Arr. Il. “The object of the Board shall be t to assist worthy 
young men of the Methodist Pro testant Church in preparing 


for the work of the ministry. 


ART, The Board shall be known and. styled, “The Board | 
of Ministerial Education of the Methodist, Protestant Church.” 


Arr. LY. ‘The shall be invested the 


-l. To obtain a Charter wherever it is located, for the 


poses hereinafter named. we 


2. To meet’ annually and elbet a President, Vice President, 


Recording Secretary and ‘Treasurer, and an’ Executive Com- 
mittee of three members.’ 


3. To determine the amount of pa to. ‘be paid. the Cor- 
responding Secretary, to suspend or remoye. him from office, 
for just cause, and if from any cause the office becomes vacant | 


to fill it until the succeeding General Conference. 


4. To meet Wher agit after the rise of the General Con- 


the of each officer of the Board 


and of the beneficiaries under their care. 


6. To meet quarterly, to hear report. of Corresponding Sec- : 
retary and officers of the Board, and transact all necessary 
business including the amount of assistamce necessary ‘to be 


appropriated to each 


student undér the care of the Board. 
7. To make full an 


rendered each student. 


8. To sacredly hold. the funds conitnitied to its care for the 


id. complete reports to each General Con- | 
ference of the assetts and liabilities of the: Board, the number 


of students assisted, from what Conference and the e.amiognt 
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consideration, feel at.a loss what to say, or what plan to rec- i Het 
for our future action, in relation to this. subject, in 
which the vitality, honor, and final success of the Church is as 
deeply involved as any great interest committed to her trust. WHF 
We see, With pain and mortification, that all the plans hereto- t Me 
fore devised, and all the resolutions adopted by General Con- . 1 
ferences, and Conventions, as well as Annual Conferénce re-. AB i 
‘solves, have resulted ‘in the accomplishment of but little, in a? 
comparison with our numbers, intelligence and ability asa ey 
denomination. This is evidenced in the fact that for the past 
four years, though the collections and contributions amounted. : | i} 
tomore than in the same length of time before, and as the re- Tat 
sult, more missionary work was done, and more good fruits iy 
reaped, than for the same length of time before. Yet for es 
these four years the receipts have amounted to but the small Hi 
sum of $10,513 71, buta trifle over two thousand dollars per Ne 
annum, from a membership of forty to minis- 
tersand members. 
Yet with these mortifying facts looking: us’ the and 
reproving our deriliction in this department of the. church’s ie 
greatest usefulness—believing as we most unhesitatingly do, it 
that the cause of Missions is the cause of Christ, and that the i a 
world is its field, and the salvation of all men is its object, He 
and that no church nst missionary in its character and prac: Ws 
tice, in proportion to its ability, can or will prosper. We he 
venture to submit for your consideration and’ adoption, the Tet 
following Plan or Rules and Regulations for the Constitn- a 
tion and government ofa Board of Missions. git 
And we further recommend the election of the following ay 
brethren as members of the Board, viz: Revs. M. V.B. Euans, A. mii 
H. Bassett. J. E. Snowden, Messrs. W. Gunckel, J. G. Evans, Ni} 
and J. M. Johnson; and that the location. of the Board: be ial 
continued at Springfield, Ohio. 
‘Further: we recommend that the Rules 
when adopted by the General Conference, be incorporated ag i. f i 11] 
a chapter i in our Book of Discipline ; finally, 
Resolved, That this General Conference is of the opinion i if bre 
that all of the Annual’ Conferences should feel a community 
of interest in this: cause, and that it does most earnestly re- 4 : Vi 


quest that all organize their Missionary Societies, quxiliary, to, 
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“Your Cominittes to who referred: the case of 
Pittsburgh Conference action with reference to the Sixth St. 
Station, Cincinnati, Ohio, would report, that they have given 
the subject their prayerful atjention, and. arrived at the fol. 
lowing conclusions : | 

Your Committee regard the action of the Pittsburgh (Yan 
ference in receiving Sixth Street Station without the concur- 
rence of the Ohio Conference, as irregular, and not in har- 
mony with Article 9th, Section 4th, of the Constitution, which 
specifies that such changes in the bounds of Annual Confer- 
ences made in the interval of General Conferences, shall be 


made by “mutual agreement.” Nevertheless, your Commit. 


tee are unanimous in the opinion,'and sanguine in the hope 
that any difficulties which might result from this circumstance, 
will be entirely obviated by subsequent conciliatory inter- 
change and “mutual agreement.” | 
Rev. T. Finkbine presented a paper from the North Illinois - 
Conference advising the opening of.a correspondence with the 


Primitive Methodist connection of ‘England. The General. 

‘ Conference concurred, and appointed a special Committee of. 

three persons to conduct such Witten 
Reeves, Rev. T. Finkbine and Rev. J. Cowl. 


Rev. J. S. Thrap presented the report of the Committee on 
Missions, which was laid on the table. 


‘AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Conference opened with religious services cond ucted by 
Rey. G. M. Scott. 


A memorial from Rev. George Eévies' was presented. by 


Rev. A. H. Bassett, which was referred to a special Commit- 


tee of three. A. H. Bassett, S. Morrison, =, Coan’ were 
appointed that Committee. fake | 


The report of the Committee on was taken 


whole. 


the table and considered aervatin, and then adopted as a 


REPORT. 
The Cotitmnfttie to whom was committed the subj ect of 
Missions, natang had the same under careful and prayerful 
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CONVENTION. 


On aii, the Conveittion organized by electing John 
Scott, D. D., Chairman, and 1 Revs. J.J. White, A. M., and E, 
A. Wheat, Secretaries. 

The same hours of Meeting and. adj ourning were ordered 
as those governing the General Conference. 

On motion, the of Committee on Unfom Was 
taken up servatem. | 


A motien to adopt the first resolution ‘being under consid- 
eration the Convention adj ourned. 


; 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 2 0’CLOCK. 


The Convention organized in ‘the usual form. Ratigious 
services oonducted by Rev. J. H. Hamilton. 
' The motion pending at adjournment was laid on the table. 
Rey. V. Lucag presented ‘an invitation to this Convention, 
from Capt. W. P. Herbert, of the First M. P. Church, Alle- 
gheny City, to visit, at his expense, the Cemetery and the 


graves of Avery, Shinn, and other honored of our 


ers, to-morrow at,2 o’clock. 


The invitation was and the thanks the 
tion tendered to Capt. Herbert for his generous proposition. | 

On motion, the first resolution ‘of Committee on Union 
was taken from the table and ‘adopted —vV" ops a Tis- 
ing vote. | 

The second resolution 4 was es taken nn, and on a motion 
to adopt, the reading of the Constitution and. Discipline of 
“The Methodist Church,” as formed by the Convention in 
Cincinnati, in May last, was called for, to beacted on seriatim. 

The item of Elementary Principles, was adopted—together 

with first six Articles of the Constitution. 
On motion, Convention adj to in the Lecture 
Room this evening at To’clock. dyed 


Tuesday ight, met’ and opened in 


due form. .Prayer. by M. V. B, Euans, _ Minutes read and 
approved, and then adjourned, 
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the Board of Missions, and that they (the Conferences.) wa 
quire their ministers and preachers to make greater efforts 
than heretofore, to secure more liberal, contributions from all 
our and those attending 0 our ministrations, 


On motions it. was. spite that the report of the Commit. 
tee on Church: Union be made the order of the. day for to- 
morrow morning; at half past nine ‘clock. 


| DAY. 


“Turspar Nov. 20, 1366, 


‘dGonference: with. religions services conducted by 
Rev. J. E. Snowden. 
~The President of the Conference being absent, Dr. Brown 
was called temporarily to the chair... 

Upon motion by Dr. Scott, the order of the day was post- 
sponed until after: the report of the Committee on J udiciary, | 

By common.consent, Dr. Kost reported on nominations for 
Trustees of the Endowment Fond of the sida Associa- 
‘tion, M. P. Church, 

. On motion, the name of Dr, Re Kost, was added to the list 
of nominations. 

The report of the on. for Trustees 
was then adopted, and the following persons were elected 
Trustees of the Endowment Fund: J. §: Thrap, J. Fordyce, 
Z. Ragan, T. A. Reed, J. J. Gillespie, R. H. Marshall, J. Red- 
man, J. Whetstone, G. Brown, N.. R. Swift, R. Rose, Thos. J. 
Finch, J. B. Walker, J. J. White, W. Gunckel, J. M. Flood, 
A. H. Bassett, J. J. Smith, J, M. Mayall, J. Kost, J ames Ross, 
Stackhouse, A.: Mahan. Subsequently, the Board. elected 
EK. D. Stultz of New Jersey, an additional Trustee. 


Rev. R. Rose proceeded to report the action of the J udicia- 
ry Committee. 

On motion, the sina: was laid. on the table. | 

On motion, the General Conference adjourned, in view. of 
organizing: in Conventional form, to resume its sessions as 


4 General Conference, when the business of the Convention 
‘Shall have been 
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- make an address, to those assembled under. Such polemmn and 
impressive circumstances. 
- Dr. Reeves complied, civing a history of his first acquaint- 
ance and pleasant intercourse with the great and honored 
man, whose dust reposéd beneath. us; referring to his origin- 
al, logical’ and granite structure of intellect—his Christian 
candor and Willingness to consider attentively any truth pre- 


sented even by the young and inexperienced, and the encour- — 


agement he gave him in the work of the ministry—exhorting 
him to preach Christ with all his might. Dr. ‘Reeves closed 
‘his remarks by exhorting all uinisters present to take the 


great departed as a model, in digging out for r themselves orig- 


inal truth from the rich mine of God’s word. — 


Dr. Brown being called upon to offer prayer, desired first 


to make a few remarks, analyzing the preaching or sermons 


of Br. Shins, .as clear and methodical in statement—logical in 


. argument, and convincing and powerful, and sometimes elo- 
quent beyond men, he ever heard,..in application, so: that 
whoever was convinced,’convicted, moved or wept, knew the 
reason why ; reaching the emotional nature of his hearers, 
through the understanding and judgment. Dr. Brown drew 
eloquent comparisons between the preaching of Br. Shinn 
and that of Snethen and Stockton, and then offered prayer, 
as all stood with uncovered. heads around the grave. 

| A. Basseet, referred to, his being. present when Br. 


Shinn "preached the dedication sermon of the Sixth Street 
M. P. Church, Cincinnati, on the 3d day of May, 1829, and 


hearing him state, that that was his birth day, and that he was 
on that day forty-eight years of age. This statement not 
agreeing with the. inscription on the tombstone, which re- 
corded his birth March 3, instead of May, 3, 1781, which last, 
the speaker claimed was an error, as he was well assured. 
— On motion of Rev. V. Lucas and Dr. Flood, Brs. Reeves 
Brown and Bassett, were. requested to furnish their reminis- 
—cences in relation to Brs. Shinn and Avery for publication. 


Wednesday Evening, 7 ‘clock .—The ‘Convention convened. 


Prayer by Rev. J. L. Scott. 
The consideration of the Discipline was oe se up. 


SEC. VI. Was so amended as to retain the office of Deacon 


in the Church, and then adopted. 
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"SEVENTH DAY, 


“WEDNESDAY Mornixe, Novewomn 21, 1866, 


The Convention met and opened as Religious ser- 
vices conducted by’ Rev. G. M. Scott. 
Rev. M.V. B.-Euans chairman of: Committee on 
ries, reported. The report was re-committed with instruc. 
tions to report a perfect list of all Conference Districts, with 
their respective boundaries, together with boundaries of all. 


new Districts to be formed, and that all territory in the 


United States be embraced within the limits of some District. 
The Constitution was then taken up, and Articles, 7,8 and 


were adopted. 


-Brs. Carlton, Manley and Southard asked leave of absence 


; for the balance of the session. Granted. 


consideration of the Constitution was resumed 


“7 


| ‘DISCIPLINE. 


The Articles of Religion wefe and adopted 
—then re-considered, and adopted as a’ whole. | 


Src. II. The General Rules of J ohn: and Charles ey 
were read and adopted. 


ILI. Was read and 


‘Src. IV. Was read. A motion to lie on the tabley was. los 
and then, Section IV. wasadopted. 


Sze. V. ‘Was, on motion, adopted. 
Src. VI. Was read, onre the consideration of which, 


the Convention adjourned. 


“The afternoon" was spont by! invitation of Captain 
Herbert in visiting the Cemetery, where some of the revered | 
fathers of our church and honored dead -Tepose : such as 


Avery, Shinn and others. 


About fifty members and wrisitals of the Convention g gath- 
ered around the grave of Asa Shinn. Dr. Scott called the 


members to order, and proposed that Dr. Wm. Reeves should . 
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“The Oregon District inelades the State of Oregon. and | 
includes, Upper Lower Call 
The Kansas Distriot the State of 
The North Illinois District includes all. that, part of the 
State of IHinois lying North of the Great Wester n Rail Road. 
The South Illinois , District includes that. Dart, of the State 
lying south of the Great; Western Rail Road. 
The New York District includes the States of Y araoat and 
Connecticut, and that part,of the-Stateof New York lying 
east of a line forming’ the boundary between. the States of 
New York and New Jersey, terminating at the Delaware 
river; thence up said river to the North-west corner of Sulli- 


coonty ; thence north’ to the north-west corner. of Ham- | 


ilton county ; thence east to Lake EES thence down 
the Lake to the Canada line... 

WHEREAS, There has been a favorable for- 
warded to this body from J amestown, North Carolina, bear- 
ing the pleasing intelligence of ‘loyalty to our Church, ex- 
pressing also the wish of a few brethren, “Tsolated by re- 
bellion and oppression,” to’ come into fall fellowship, with 
the Methodist Church ; and, : 
“Whereas, Tk se few brethran in i said State: request us to set 
them off as a Dik 
and allow them to stand beside our loyal Conferences in the 
United States ; ; and, 

‘Whereas, These brethren have already united to serve un- 
der the same Discipline, governing the loyal Conferences i in 
our Church ; therefore, 


Resolved, 1, That we. our Joyal 
brethren. of the State of Nort Carolina, in their recent trials 


and sufferings, occasioned by ‘the lale ‘rebellion, and that we 


extend to them the hand of. ‘fellowship; and earnestly join in 
prayer to God for their protection from tyranny and oppres- 
_ sion, and that great success may attend their efforts to extend 
2. That a District be set off, ‘embracing the State of North 
Carolina, to be known as the N ortii Carolina District of: the 
Methodist Church. 


- Your committee: would recommend i in this connection that 
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taict, and take them under our fostering care, 
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anted Dr. J. Kost D. 


29, 
3 


Vu, vill, 1X. XIL, were by 


amending, adding: the ‘missions’ to clreuits and sta- 
tions, where they occur... 


and adding the word “missions” and then adopted. _ 

_ SECTIONS XIV., XV,, XVI, XVU, were. adopted... 

_Sxc. On Lord’s Supper, was adopted, 

“Leave of absence for. the remainder of the ‘sessions, was | 


4 
hay 


ay N Ov. 22, ‘1866. 


in usual form! Religious services con- 
ducted by Rev. Ws Hast ings. 


The Committee on ‘Boundaries reported. report was 


REPORT. 


Western Virginia, Muskingum,’ “Ohio, ‘Michigan, Western 


Michigan, Indiana, Wabash, Iowa, North Towa, ‘Wisconsin and 


‘Minnesota Districts, as bounded and deseribed in the M. 
Discipline, pages, 117,118, 119; 120 and 121. 


New Jersey District 80 amended as to include Philadelphia , 


The Pittsburgh District lidct des that portion of the State 


of Pennsylvania lying West of the Allegheny Mountains, to- 


gether with Clearfield circuit formerly belonging to the Mary- 
land District, and that portion of the State of West Virginia 


not included in the Western Virginia District.’ 


The Nebraska District includes the State of 
a part of Iowa along the Missouri river, from the part) Towa 


line North to the Boyer river. 


The Missouri District includes that part af the State of 
Missouri lying South of the Missouri river. wa 


The North Missouri District, includes all the State lying 


. North of the Missouri river. 
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ter. But the obj ect was subsequently attained by a committee 
"2 appointed by the Collegiate Association of the M. P. Church, 
so far as the provisions of the charter of said college, g granted 
by the Legislature of the. State of Michigan, would permit. 
We fully approve of the action of the Collegiate Association, 
go far as they. have proceeded with the arrangements respect- 
ing said College. And we recommend that the terms agreed 


upon by the respective parties be faithfully’ carried out, on 


the part of the M. P. Church, in June, 1867; that being the 
earliest period practicable for’ ‘its complete in 
view of statutory arrangements respecting the charter of said 

“Your éornmittes that: the'fall number of twen- 


ty-four trustees be elected ‘at this General Convention, and 


classed according to the provisions of the Constitution of the 


Collegiate for the holding’ and of its 


Endowment Fund. ai 


“Your committee that the ntimber of 


students may be conveniently accommodated within the Col- 


lege buildings, and by boarding elsewhere two hundred more 
may find ' accommodations for’ pursuing: their ‘Fespeetive 


studies. 


Your committee recommend the following’ resolutions for 


quest that the several Annual Conferences-use their best. en- 


deavors to increase the endowment fund by subscriptions and 


donations, until it shall reach,the sum of $200,000. 


2. That we cordially commend Adrian’ College to the con-_ 


fidence and the patronage ‘of all our ministers, “members and 
friends, as an institution. of ‘worthy of 
their most liberal supports 3. M. Froop, Ch’n, 


The Committee in case G. Lownee reported. 


“The Committee whom. “was ‘referred the communication 
and papers of Rey. G. Lowree, respectfully report, that having 
duly examined, and considered the matter, they find no ground 
‘upon which to: take. official, action, and. therefore, ask to be | 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject, and 
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the Sécretary of the be requested to 
respond with Rev. Q. Holton, of J amestown; North Carolina, 
advising him of’ this action in relation'to his expressed Wishes 
to this body, and also requesting their Conference to send 
representatives to the General star pee be held i in oe 
land, the 10th of May, oo 

Your Committee recommend that the: Presidents. of adjo oin- 
ing Conferences may maké alterations in their Te- 
specting particular places, ete. ‘See Discipline. 

“We also recommend that all’ the ‘territory of the United 
States, not embraced in this report; be considered missionary 
cround, and that our Missionary Board,:Central Miss. Board, 
and Home Mission Board, be requested to. consider the terri- 


tory’ formally, and render such aid’ as may be in their power 


The Committce on College Interests reported. ‘The report 
was amended and then as follows: 


i 
ct 


| 


Your Committee to referred ‘subject, ‘of 
“College Inrerests,” would respectfully report that we. have 
had under careful, consideration the subject committed tous, 
And with feelings of profound gratitude . to the great Head _ 
of the Church, we recognize His kind providence toward, us, 


in bringing fats our hands such : ample provisions. for supply- 


ing | our sons and daughters with educational facilities not sur- 
passed in the land. Weare thus’ enabled to realize at once, 
blessings long desired and devoutly: prayed for. And in the 


acceptance of so valuable a trust, and one so long regarded as 


a desideratum with our people, we. feel it becoming vs, as & 
orateful people, to renewedly concentrate our substance and 
our energies to the great work of. Evangelical and Education- 


al progress. 


Your committee find that the appointed in 
1862 to visit Adrian, Michigan, with the view of effecting ar- | 


rangements with the Trustees. of Adrian. College for joint 


ownership and management of that institution, failed to’ se- 
cure a desirable and satinfactory arran gement of. that charac- 
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as and placed. on “official , record at 


Ohio ; a copy of which is hereto Spponded ; 


of Publication of the Methodist Protestant Church}... 

‘Art IL The! object and design of this Board are the pub- 
Lication and dissemination of moral and religious literature, 
" through the medium of Books, Periodicals, Tracts; Papers, etc. 


Art. III. The officers of this: Board of Publication. shall — 


be President, Vice’ President, Recording ‘Secretary, Cortes- 
ponding Secretary, Board ‘of Trust, (consisting of three mem- 


bers,) and a Treasurer, shall a thie of 


Art. LY. 1. ‘tt shall bet the of the President’ 


preside at all the meetings of the “Board‘of Publication, 
and when required by three of: its members, to call special | 


meetings of the same, ‘and give due’ notice ‘ther sor" ‘through 
the medium of the Western Methodist Protestant. . 


2. It shall ‘be the duty of ‘the Vice: the 


absence or disability: of the to the 
of the President. 
“Suc. Tt shall the duty of the Redording: to 


a faithful ‘record ‘of. the ‘Proceedings of the of 


Publication, book-provided for the purpose 
Src. 4. All letters on business must be directed to the. Cor- 
responding Secretary, ‘and it shall be his duty to. respond,. as 
inhis judgment the interests of the Board of Publication may 


require, and also to a file of all letters and 


OTE shall the. of the keep: a 
faithful account, in a book provided | for that purpose, of all 


moneys received and disbursed, and report the same when re- 


quired to do so by the Board of Trust, or by the Board. of 


Publication ; ‘and the Treasurer shall be required to'give bond. 


and approved: security to ‘the Boatd of Publication, for the 


safe keeping of the funds, and the faithful’ performance of his 


duties ‘and he shall pay out money; subject to ‘the order of 


the Board of Trust, and also to the order of the Board of 
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recommend that said Lowree have leave to withdraw the paa 


pers. H. Basserr, Cn. 
The Committee on Publishing Interests reported. ‘Ther re- 
port was amended and then adopted. 


“REPORT, 


» 


Your take into consideration the 
Publishing interests of the church, would respectfully report 
that, they have had. the same. under ti yeir, supervision, and 


after careful and prayerful deliberation | ecommend for adap: 
the following: 


‘WueEreEas, The General Conference of the Methodist Prot- 


estant Church, held at Steubenville, Ohio, i in.1854, did, in.an- 


thorizing the establishment of a Western: Church Paper and 
Book Concern, commit,the control of our publishing interests 


to a Convention to be held in November of the. same year, 


which Convention, accordingly, and. other succeeding Con- — 


ventions have since, controlled said. publishing interests ; and 
Wuereas, The General Convention of, N ovember, 1862, 
held in. Cincinnati, on. N ovember 8th of year, 


the following: 


“Resolved, By the Convention. now about to.be adj 
sine die, that the Western Methodist Protestant sai Book 
Concern, and all other Church: interests under conventional 


— control, be and the same are hereby restored to the manage- 


Church :” and 


Wuerzas, The ‘Literary and Publishing Society. of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, which is the corporate. board 


sander charter of the State of Ohio, holding the property of 
the Book Concern and managing thus’ far our publishing in- 


_terests at, Springfield, Ohio, did, on the 1st inst., (1866), in 


accordance with the above named action of the said Conven. 


tion, essentially modify and amend its Constitution accord- 


ing to the General Conference supervision of the business. of 


the Concern, and the appointment. of. Editor, Publishing 


Agent and Board of Publication ; ‘therefore, - dle 


| Resolved That this‘General in accordance 
with the above action of the bodies referred to, take control 
of the publishing interests, and does approve and adopt the — 
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“TUL That the Western Methodist Protestant be 
to a quarto form, of five columns to each page, with the view 


of devoting a larger space to Advertisem ents ; ! provi ded | ‘ie 


funds will justify. ie 


That the subscription px price the. ‘Western, 


odist Protestant. remain. at $2 00 per annum, in advance, 


That with a, view to. improving the Sunday School 


Protestant, the Board of Publication | shall secure, ‘if deemed 
necessary, assistance j in, conducting its editorial depa , rtment. 


Your Committee would, further 3 ecommend the adoption, of 
the following instructions to the Publishing Agent, to wit: 

I. That he shall, as heretofore, adhere to the Cash or pre- 
payment. system, but in a modified s sense,—so t that, at least 
two. weeks before the expiration. of the term of | any subscrip- 
tion, he shall give. notice thereof by enclosing a circular to 
that effect’ in the paper, requesting a renewal, fo be made by* 
applying to the Pastor in whose charge | stich Subscriber may 
para should this fail of its desired: result, then at the, 


II. That a list of in ‘shall be 


made out and. delivered to the superintendents whose duty it fs 
shall be to keep a record of the same in & book hé’shall pro- 


vide for said purpose, ‘noting the time ‘hich subscription be- 


gins and ends, and shall call on each subscriber immediately 


before the expiration of éach subscription, and securé; if pos- 
‘ible, a renewal and and mis accor- 
That in examination ‘of ‘at the ‘AWnuial 
‘ Conference, each minister shall be inquired of as to the’ vend 
ner in which he shall. have performed this duty. ua OF 9% 


ly, Your Committee. would also recommend iat ie 


Collegiate and. other departments, were urge them upon ‘the 
consideration of our people and the public, and ‘moreover, 
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Publication, and shall take receipts therefor, and shall heite 
with the Board of Trust. quarterly. seat : 

Art. This Board of Publication, ora maj otity 
shall have power to fill vacancies in their own body, or in the 
Board of Trust, or in the office of Editor or Publishing 
Agent, in the interval of the General Conference. .._. 

Art. VI... The Board of Publication shall hold jits Annual 
Meetings at the place where our Publishing House is located, 
and at such time as shall be determined. by said Board. 

Art. Vit, The officers of the Board shall hold their offices 
 for'one year; and: until their successors shall have been chogen, 
Art. VILL... All orders toithe Treasurer by the Board of 
| Publication : shall be given; through the Board of ‘Trust, and 
no ‘order shall be made for the appropriation. of funds, until 
all previous appropriations made by the Board of eruat one 
have been paid out,of the Treasury, 

«Art. IX.; A,majority.of the. of this, of 
Publication, assembled in a regular meeting of, fre fascia shall 
have power to alter or, amend, this Constitution. ee 

X._,The General; Conference shall. an Editor, 
a. Publishing Agent, and the Board of, ‘Publication, who shall 
servé four years, or until their successors are elected. ade 
Art. XI. The Board of Publication shall ,have control of 
all the property, and the. oversight of the business of the Book 
Concern, and shall see that the Editor and Publishing Agent 
faithfully carry out the requirements. of. the. 
in their. respective OMices, 
. Arr. XI.. The Board of Publication. shall have, power, in 
the interval of the General Conference, to,remove from office 
the Editor or Publishing Agent,. for failure to perform the 
duties assigned him by the General Conference, but in no 
case shall an Editor or Publishing Agent be. removed by the 
‘(Board of. Fablication without proper being given 

A. H. Basser, Sec’ 

Board of Publication to be. elected by, row, be com- 
posed of seven. persons: 


IL. That the sa of Editor. an ublishin Agent 1 be 
twelve hundred, dolla each; Pal ng 
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ble to. to some other then and in that 


thorized to dispose . of our ‘Publishing House. and appurte- 
~ nances at Springfield, Ohio, on such, terms and conditions : as 
they may deem proper, and proceed. without delay to estab- 
lish and locate our Fublishing wherever they may 
elect to locate the SAMO 


Butin case of the Board of Publication 
and said. Investigating. Committee as to the practicability and 
propr iety of removing | our. ‘Publishing’ Establishment, then 
the facts in the case shall be ‘submitted for decision to the 
General Conference. to convene in ‘the a of Cleveland i in 
May next. | 


Your Comanitine a are the opinion: thati in order to our 
Publishing House self-sustaining and able to carry out fully 
their recommendations, it will be necessary that capable and 
experienced agencies be employed, especially 1 in the composi- 
tion of the Board of. Publication. | 

Your Committee would also recommend. the appointment 
of a judicious and prudent Committee of Investigation, as 
_ referred to above, and ‘so. distributed. as. to warrant a faithful 

and impartial investigation. These interests, involving as 
they do, great and important trusts, | ‘should be confided not 
only to those possessing ability, intelligence. and business car 
pacity, but to such as are known to be true to the interests of 
the Church in all her departments, and are moreover free 
from any local bias to the, injury and prejudice of our, Fe 


conclusion, your would be nnmindful of 


said Board | shall be, and: is hereby, empowered. and fully 


the faithful services of the late Editor, Dr. fi a Seott, as we 


believe the genera 


1. favor with which the Church Paper is re- 
garded by our people is mainly: attributable to the prudent, 
cautious and dignified manner in which he has so successfully 
conducted the: editorial department. of. the same, and your 


committee would recommend his continuance i in 
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that he the Publishing Agent act in concert harmon 
ina mutual effort to promote the of our Publishing 


early. compilation and preparation of a History of the Meth- 


That our opinion ‘there exists a necessity for 


odist Protestant ‘Church, we would, therefore, recom- 
mend the appointment of a Committee to | prepare such his- 
tory, and. that the Publishing House be authorized to publish 
the same, if, in their opinion, it shall be such | as to meet the 


‘wants of the Church, and provided the condition of the 
‘finances will justify the unl dertakings OW 


VI. That inthe judgment of your Committee, is also de- 
sirable that a new and improved compilation of Hymns be 
made. for the use of our societies and.’ ‘congregations, and 
would recommend the of a committee of  five— 


at as early a ‘day after the session of the proposed Cleveland 
Conference as may be practicable, and that they report the 
‘ result, of their Jabors to the Board of Publication for exam- 
“‘{nation, and. if ‘found by them to be | stich as thiey, in their de- 
‘liberate opinion will adapt itself to tl 16 ‘wants of the Church, 
‘they shall proceed io publish the same in 12mo. and 24mo. 


form, provided the funds ot the. Concern shall save 
fy it,. 


a VIL. ‘Your Committee would also recommend that the third 
Article of the Constitution of the Board of Publication be so 


amended .as .10- change the name Board. of ‘Trust, ‘in said 
to. that of Committee 


% 


‘result to. the recommend the ap- 
-pointment of. a special committee of three, whose ‘duty it shall 
be to institute. Inquiries into. the feasibility and propriety of 
changing the present location, of. our Publishing House, and 
- to. facilitate | this . purpose, that they shall ‘visit such places or 
localities as may “be deemed by them to afford promising and 
superior prospects, and investigate in regard t0 local interests, 
patronage, advertisements, etc., and report the result of their 


Conclusions, y with the evidences for the same, ‘at their earliest 
HO To 
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Br. J. H. Hamilton moved as an amendment, to substitute | 


the following for the of the which 


wasagreed to: 
Resolved, That the {hanks of this Gaines: Conference and 
the whole church are due to, and hereby tendered to Br. J. 8. 


Thrap for his energy, faithfulness and success in conducting 


the Book Agency for two years past. 


The hour for the order of: the day having arrived, the Sec- 


retaries were chosen tellers, and the Convention proceeded to 


ballot for Editor of our Church Paper. J. Scott, D. D., hav- 


ing received a majority. of all the votes cast, was declared duly 


elected: 
~The. Convention then: to ballot Publisher and 


Book Agent. Rev. A. H. Bassett, receiving a majorivy: of all 


the votes cast, Was declered duly elected. 

The Convention. proceeded to elect the Board. of Publica- 
tion, as follows :' Win. Gunckel, G, W. Kent, James Robison, 
Wn.. ‘Millen, Dr. J. M. Flood, J. G. and, Snow: 
mittee to carry out the work provided for in the report on 


Publishing interests, respecting the removal of the ears 


House: Wm. Gunckel, J.J. White, Wm. Rinehart: 


The Convention then proceeded to the election by ballot of 


| Corresponding | Secretaries for Board of Mispjons: and Board 


of Ministerial Education. 
Rev. R. Rose, receiving a maj ority of all the voter para was 


declared elected Corresponding Secretary of the ‘Board of 


Missions, 
Rev. J. B. Walker was unanimously Corresponding 
Secretary of the Board of Ministerial Education. 
The Conveution elected the following persons to constitute 
_ the Board of Missions: M. V. B. Euans, A. H. Bassett, J. E, 
Snowden, Wm. Gunckel, J. G. Evans and J. M: Johnson. 


The follo wing ‘brethren were elected Board of Ministerial | 


education : Wm. Rinehart, H. Marshall, We H. Claney, 
James Robison, A. Clark, and V. Lucas. . 


Thursday Evening, 7 P. M. —Convention met and opened 
with religious services, conducted by Rev. S. Morrison. Min- 


utes read and approved.. _ 
Rey. A. H. Bassett, Committee on Statistics, reported. Re- 
port with h privilege to further 
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Your Committee cannot closé its: labors without an 
pression of approval of the services rendered the Church, for 
many years, by Brother Bassett, as Publishing Agent, who 
has contributed largely in bringing the Publishing Enterprise 
(through embarrassments usually incident to the establish- 


of a ‘Publishing House,) to’ a Position: of the 
Church may be justly proud. a 


Your Committee would also accord to Rev. i. g, Thrap, the 
late Publishing Agent, faithfulness 3 in the Performance of his 


On motion, it was ‘made the order of the day ‘for 3 o'clock, 
this afternoon to elect an Editor, Publishing Agent, and other 
officers provided for in the various reports submitted. 

~The report of the Committee on J udiciary 1 was again taken 


up, and Sections XVII. » VIEL; and XIX., were adopted. 


‘Sxc. XX., Marriage Cardin Amended 80 as to retain 


the old form contained in the Discipline of re M. P. — 
and then adopted. isi 


Src. XXIL, XXIII, and. the historical preface were 


adopted, retaining the form for ordination of Deacons’ ag 


found in M. P. Discipline. ORT 
~The report of the Committee on Union was. viten tifkeen: up. 
Resolution two was amended, on at ‘B. Grabhet 


and Dr. Scott, andadopted. 


Pending a substitute, offered “hf Dr. Scot, for resolution 
three, Convention adjourned. OY 980 


AFTERNOON. SESSION. 


“Thursday Afternoon, 2 o'clock. services ‘¢on- 


ducted by Rev. P. J. Strong. 


~The President being absent, Rev. T. B ‘Graham was ented : 


to the chair, 


Rev. A. H. Bassett. ‘moved a reconsideration of the Report 
on Publishing interests, which was agreed to. Beno 

- Same brother then moved to amend 80 a8 to make the sal- 
ary of the Editor and Publishing Agent ‘one thousand dollars 
per annum, instead of twelve hundred’ dollars, as now re- 
in the report. Motion lost. 
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The following votes of thanks were tendered, on motion 


of Rev. A. H. Bassett: 


Resolved, That the thanks of this General be 
tendered to our kind friends of Allegheny, Pittsburgh, and 
contiguous cities, for their generous hospitality toward the 
members of this body during the present session. = 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are also bei 


dered to Rev. V. Lucas, pastor of the First M. P. Church ‘of «— 


this city, for his kind labors an d at tentions providing 
our entertainment. 


On motion of Rev. V. the name of our paper 
was changed from Protestant to The 


Dr. Flood indvod that the name of our Sunday School paper 
be changed: from. Sabbath School Protestant to Sabbath School 
Methodist... Carried. 

Rev. M. V. B. Euans presented | the following, which was 


adopted: 

our venerable Rey. D. D, 
has recently published a volume entitled - 'Revallectiong of 
Itinerant Life,” and, 
WHEREAS, said. much valuable 
tory, as well as many personal reminiscences concerning the 
founders of the: Methodist Protestant Church, therefore, * | 


. Resolved, That we most cordially recommend. the wiki of 
Dr. Brown to all the familles, and Sunday School and other 
public Libraries in our entire denomination, as a volume emi- 
nently worthy a careful perusal and presentation. 


Dr. Flood presented the which was: 
adopted : 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Couvedtibn’ that the: 
retention of the order of Deacon in the Discipline of the 
Methodist Church by this Convention is nut to be regarded as 
a final settlement.of this. question, but as a present necessity, 
and that the final determination of the subject ‘be and is. 
hereby commended to the General Conference to meet in 
Cleveland, Ohio,in May next. 


Rey. A. H. Bassett offered the following, which y was adopt. 
ed: 

ceed at once to prepare for publication a history of the Meth-. 


odist Protestant: Church; the same to be submitted to the 
Board of. Publication, to be given to the public as soon as 


; 


te 


~ 
<=? 


— 


wer 


2. 


= 


= 


. 
> 
pity 
5 
he 
ua + 
| 
‘fea 
4 
i! 
4 
4t it 
re 
| 
¢ 
‘ 
rit 
it 
4 
| 
| 
{ 
ve 
| * int 


i 


+ $TATISTICS OF THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, | 
Maine......-. 6 300; 4 $5 000/Sam’l B. Sawyer. 
Boston ......}° 10) 680) OTE 40 000\R.:K. Ball. 
‘New 2 34 4 86 900). J. Smith. 
New Jersey..| 13} 10) 1 003)’ 21; 3) 30 800|\Wm. B. Vanleer, 
“Onondaga... 18) 1 337; 20| 30 950/H. A. Blanchard. 
-Genesee......} 25) 12) 821) 8} 4) 23 800)Dr. O. C. Payne. 
Pennsylvania) 18) 642) 6) 1| 6 150). K.Helmbold. 
Pittsburgh...| 40) 35; 5 000) 55; 10/278 550 John Cowl, 
Virginia..} 16}. 40; 3.000) 50; 30°000|Dr. P. T. Laishley. 
‘Muskingum..| 50) 43} 7 000} 142) .11/107 100)A. Abbott. 
Ohio 60} 53) 6 301) 88) 20/162 200/Thos. B. Graham, 
Michigan.) 29} 14,1524; 6) 5) 11 400|\L. Mills 
-_Indiana 1g} 18) 1 867} 32} 25 200\Samuel Morrison. 
Wabash .....| 15} 11} 735] 15} ..| 13 100)John Alter. 
Nor. Hinois.. 43) 2 403; 29) 20) 66 Cornelius 
‘North Iowa.. 22) 10} 1 000! Purvis. | 
Wisconsin 24, 10 «500. 500) . W. Stephens. 
Lit Nebraska... | 11) 422} ..| 5 000/Willam S. Horn. 
‘Nor. Missouril 15 8 700; 2) ..|  950)James Leech. | 
13} 10) 1 000). 5 --| 2 300)0. R. Carlton, 
California... 9} ..| 100) ..| Roswell Graves. 
} 618 164 164| Tigger 350 
'f a want of recent reports from some Conferences, the Commit- 
af tee has been obliged to make approximate estimates, or to use the 
| figures of a previous. year. Asthe Western Virginia Conference is 
‘, to be divided, we have reckoned but half its membership, and other — 


data in proportion, as advised by a leading member of that Confer- 
ence. No account i is here taken of our adherents and organiza- 
tions in the South. The Committee has Treason to feel confident 


that our aggregate of membership as above given, falls much be; 


tow the true reckoning. And di we Possess more full and more 
recent data, it would reach 50,000. 


Respectfully submitted, ‘ALE. Dasserr Coms:! 
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of Rev. W. H. Marshall, reconsidered, and to. the 
Cleveland! General. Conference next May. eee 

A vote of thanks. was tendered the Ponnéylyania Central 
RR. and the Pittsburgh, Columbus & Cincinnati R. R., and 
the city papers requested to publish this Resolution. z meer 

A vote of. thanks was tendered the ’ papers-of this city, for 
their kindness, ele in publishing our 
minutes. 

Resolution four, and the preamble of Union report passed: 
Report as amended i isasfollows: 


‘os 4 
? 


| 
The wliom was the of Chureh 

Union, ask leave to submit the following report to the Gene 
eral Conference, now in session in Allegheny City: va 


Having . carefully examined the Constitutional cot | | 


Church Union agreed upon by the representatives of the non- 
Episcopal Methodist Churches last May, in the 
Convention ; and likewise the Discipline, so far as the. com 
mittee appointed by that body have perfected their work ; hee 
finding both the action:of the Convention.and the Committee 
to be such as this General Conference can safely adopt; and, 
believing that the union in contemplation will be greatly to 
the advantage of all the parties concerned, and. for the glory 
of our Divine Redeemer ; we therefore recommend this body, 
to take favorable action on the Union oe and now, in 
good faith, to enter’ into the proposed’ Union. 
“We find, on a thorough examination of the matter, that out 
of the twenty-four Annual. Conferences entitled to repre- 
sentation in this body, twenty have endorsed the union of 
the non-Episcopal Methodist Churches. Three of the re 
maining four have yet to act on the question at their ensuing 
sessions, in the month of March, and from one we have no 
Those Conferences to ‘be held in March; will, no 
doubt, fayor the union. | 
have likewise found that ont of the 
fout Conferences have clothed their representatives to this 
| body with. full Conventional power and authority to: so 


change the Constitution of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
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btiicticable.—Rev. A. Clark and Rev. A. H. Bassett 
to assist. 


dRev: A. H. Bassett. the following Resolution, whieh 


Resolved, That the. thanks of this be 
Br. T. J. Finch, Treasurer, and the Board of Trust for their 
labors in behalf, of our publishing intoreets for the. two years 


past. 
Cowl the following, Which was adopted : 


Resolved, That as a General.Conference we ‘consider it of 

| ss wtal moment that a lot of ground be purchased in the city of 

|  . Adrian, and that a Church be erected thereon, equal, if. not, 

ei superior to any therein; and that a pastor be appointed to 

take charge of the congregation, whose gifts and graces would 
qualify him to take the pastoral care of the church and of the 
students in attendance upon the College, and that he be sup- 

- ported, in part until the church would be self-sustaining, by 
appropriations from the Board of Missions, and by other con- 
tributions; and, as a General Conference, we would recom- 
mend this proposition the our 
entire fellowship. gas 


A. Clark, Dr. Wn. Rinchart, ‘Lucas and J 


‘Redman were adpointed a committee to prepare a Hymn 
Book for the church. 


Moved that the doings of this be published in 
pamphlet form. Carried. J.J. White, A. H. Bassett, and 
Dr. Scott were appointed committee of publication. | sg: 

Resolntion three of Committee on Union} was taken 1 up, and 
on motion referred to Brs. . Flood and Cowl as a special com- 
mittee, which committee shortly made report, The third 

4 Resolution was passed. 

Rev. M. v. Evans: offered the following, which was 

iW adopted : | 

_ Resolved, That where the name , Methodist Protestant occurs 
in. our Book of. Discipline, and Reports of Committees in 


this General Conference, it be stricken out, and that the name. 


the . Methodist be substit ted. therefor wherever the sense re- 
Gunes: 


The recommend the substitution: of 
“Methodist,” or. “the Methodist” for the name Methodist 
Froteatant 1 in. all our c artered institutions. 

MY. B. Evans. 
‘The on éompiletion of Book was, on motion 
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The report of Judiciary Committee governing boards, was 


On motion, the Convention adjourned, and organized as a 


‘GENERAL CONFERENCE, 


“Moved that a committee of three be appointed to harmon- 
jze the Minutes with the various parts of the Discipline, sys- 
tematize and haimonize all. Dr. Scott, A. H. Bassett, and J. 
J. White appointed said committee. 

Dr. Flood offered a resolution to the effect that the eldetians 
of Officers and Boards this day made by this body, were and 
are intended to be for the term of four is bad ‘The resolution 
was adopted. 

The following resolution, offered by: Rey. B 
wes adopted : | 


Resolved, By this General that if the Board of 


Publication shall deem it expedient to remove the Book Con- 
_cern from Springfield, Ohio, and shall sell the real estate and 
fixtures of the Publishing House, they shall be required to 
invest the proceeds of such sale in real estate and fixtures for 
a Publishing House where the Concern shall be located. 


‘Dr. Flood moved that Dr. Brown, Dr. Scott, and o% H. 
Bassett be appointed .a Committee to address those confer- 


ences which have not, as yet, held their sessions, SecA in- 


viting them to fully harmonize with this body. © | 
On motion of Rev. J. J. white, the College Agent was re- 
quested to visit the Primitive Methodists of Wisconsin, to 
_ invite their hearty co-operation and affiliation with us in the 
Union of Non-Episcopal Methodists, and that Drs. Brown, 


Scott and Bassett be appointed to address that body to the 
same effect... 

TG Reeves was appointed a fraternal messenger to the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Primitive Methodists of England and 
other reformed bodies of Methodists, and Rev. J. *T. White 
was appointed his alternate. 


r. Brown, in conclusion, addressed the General Confer- 


ence.—The Conference sang the hymn, “Together let us 

sweetly live,” etc., and Dr. Reeves offered. prayer, when San 

ference adjourned, sine Ok J. 
J. 
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as to enable our denomination in an orderly -way 


rderiy » through 
this Conference, to place itself under the ecclesiastical econo. 
my agreed upon at the Cincinnati Convention. Therefore, 


_ Resolved, 1. - That the Constitution of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, in all its obstructing parts, be, and the same is 


hereby so changed, repealed, and set aside, by the action of - 


this General Convention, having full Conventional powers to 
do this act, as to enable the said Church to adopt. the Consti- 
tution and Discipline agreed upon at the Cincinnati Conven- 
tion, in May, 1866. 
2. That the following Constitution, as adopted by the Con- 
vention in Cincinnati, and the Discipline prepared by the 
Committee there appointed, and as amended by this Conven- 
tion, is hereby adopted, to take effect immediately upon the 
adjournment of this Convention; and the style. and title of 
this denomination, from and after the adjournment of this 
Convention, shall be “The Methodist Church,” and so to be 
represented in the General Conference in Cleveland next 
May. Provided, nevertheless, that those Annual Conferences 
which have not yet elected their Representatives to the Gen- 
eral Conterence in Cleveland next May, shall act under the 
Jonstitution and Discipline of the Methodist Protestant 
' 3. That throughout all the ranks of non+Episcopal Meth- 
Odism where Annual Conferences have notacted, or acted ad- 
versely to the Union, any circuit or station, or parts thereof, 
numbering three hundred members, associated together an 
adopting the Cincinnati Basis of Union as amended by this 
— Convention, shall be regarded as integral parts of the Meth- 
dist Church, and shall be allowed a representation in the 
Generla Conference of 1867, of one minister and one layman. 
But where it is impracticable to bring this number together 
in an election, one hundred members shall have a representa- 
tion of one minister and one layman in said General Confer- 
ence, Independent Methodists, according to the agreement 
in the Cincinnati Convention, shall have representation for — 
each separate charge numbering fifty members, of one minis-— 


A 


terand one layman. 
_ 4. That throughout this whole Union movement, we have 
acted in good faith toward all parties concerned, and in the 
fear of God; and now, in the final consummation, in humble — 
‘faith and prayer we ask the divine blessing on all that we 
have done. . Gero. Brown, Ch’n. 

: A vote of thanks was tendered the President and Secre- 
taries for the faithful performance of their duties. — 
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racks. About same time Robert Strawbridge settled in Fred- 


erick county, State of Maryland, and formed some societies. Rich- 


ard Boardman and Joseph-Pilmoor came over from England in 
1769, to New York, in the character of missionaries; and toward 


tne close of the year 1771,, Francis Asbury and Richard Wright 


came over also, by the direction of Mr. Wesley, to assist the Amer- 


ican Methodist preachers and societies. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
_ At the close of the year 1784, the Methodist: Societies in these 
United States were organized by a con ference of preachers exclu- 
sively, into what is called: the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
made independent of Mr. Wesley. The government was so framed 
by the Conference as to secure to the itinerant ministers the unlim- 


ited exercise of the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of © 


the Church, to the entire exclusion of all other classes of ministers, 


‘METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


The Methodist. Protestant Church resulted from a secession from 


the M. E. Church.—After the organization of the M. E.Church, in 


1784, there was manifested more or less. dissatisfaction. awith the 
government of the Church, and. a yery respectable minority made 


strong efforts to secure such changes as would render it more lib- | 


eral, but without success. In 1820, the advocates of reform com- 
menced the publication of a periodical, entitled the Wesleyan Re- 


pository, in which they advocated their views. In 1824, numerous 


petitions were presented to the General Conference, praying for 
lay representation in the rule-making body; but the Conference 
persisied in retaining all the, power in the hands of the traveling 
ministers.—Soon after the Conference, a Convention was held Be, 
another periodical ..was started, entitled Mutual Rights. Union 


societies were formed, and the reform. pringiples were,advocated 


more earnestly ; while. on the:other hand, the opposition became 
more violent.on the partof the authorities of the. Church, and 
many were expelled for advocating a reform, and for supporting 
the periodical called Mutual Rights. The reformers did all in 


their power to secure a change in the FONSTERIEDS of the Church, — 


4 


until the General Conference of 1828, at which they made a grand 
and final effort.. In this they not only failed, but became convinced 
that further efforts: were useless; and they shortly afterward ‘se- 
ceded, and commenced a new organization. This was done in a 
Convention held:in Baltimore; November, 1828. This organiza- 


tion was consummated by another Convention, which met in No= 
vember, 1830, with the name “ MretuHopist PROTESTANT CHURCH.” 


The government was organized upon the prineip) 


i AE e of equal rights 
of ministers and laity, with lay delegation ina 


WESLEYAN METHODIST, CONNECTION. 
The Wesleyan Methodist Connection of America, grew out of a 
secession from the M. E. Church, the result of the connection ot 
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the following essential facts are appende 


AND 


OF THE 


v 


As Adopted by the General Conference of the M. P. Church, Alle- 
gheny, Penn. November, 1866; said Conference being Invested with 


Conventional Powers, 


Within a few years, the circumstances which led to the organi- — 
zation of the Methodist Church, may be so far forgotten as to ren- 
der an explanation necessary, for the information of those who. 

hall then, for the first time, read this outline of Church polity. 
save such from the labor of elaborate histories, 


$ 


METHODISM. 


. “Tn the year 1729, two young men, in England, .reading the Bi- 


ble, saw they could not be-saved without ‘holiness; followed after 


it, and incited others so to do.. In:I737 they saw likewise that men 


are justified before they are sanctified; but still holiness was their 
object. God then thrust them out to raise a holy people.” These 
_“Tn the latter end of/the year 1739, eight or ten persons came to 
Mr. Wesley, in LonJon, who appeared to be deeply convinced of 
sin, and earnestly groaning for redemption. | They desired (as did 
two or three more the next day) that he would spend some time 


With them in prayer, and advise them how to flee from the wrath 
to come, which they saw continually hanging over their heads. 


That he might,have more time for this great work, he appointed a 


day when they might all come together, which from thenceforward 
| they did every week. To these and as many’ more:'as' desired ‘to 
join with them (for their number increased daily)..he..gave. those 


advices, from.time to time, which he judged mostneedful for them, 
and they always concluded their meeting with prayer suited to 
their several necessities.” This was the rise of the United Society 
in Kurope. Such a society is no other than “a company of men 
having the form, and seeking the power of godliness, united in or- 


ha} Bray to the word of. 
walcen Over one another in love, that they may help each other to 


een tay, a preacher from Ireland, began to preach in the 
- of New York, some time in the year 1766, anid formed a soci- 
y of his own countrymen and a few citizens.’ In the same year 
Captain Thomas Webb preached in a hired room, near the bar- 
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‘cipline of such ‘words and clauses as make distinction on ac- 
rount of color, and such as had been understood to protect minis- 
ters and members of the church in the practice of slave-holding 
In 1862, another General Convention was held in Cincinnati, 
which adopted a preainble and resolutions, in which they affirmed | 
That the Methodist Protestant Shurch was firmly bound to 
be loyal to the Government of the United States, as set forth in the 
9, That the States of South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Florida. Louisiana, Texas, Tennessee, Arkan- 
sas, and the eastern Part of Virginia, including the Methodist 19) SRS 
Protestant Church in those States, had renounced their allegiance _ ) ae 
to the United States, and were then in armed rebellion against the | OL aaa 
3. That the position assumed by the Methodist Protestant. 
Church in the rebel States aforenamed, in repudiating the 23d t 
_ Article of Religion, and taking part in the rebellion, must be ies 
— in the light of a revolt from the Methodist Protestant | 
The above action on the part of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
removed the only essential difference between them and the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Connection, and opened the way for the union of 
A preliminary Convention was held in Cleveland, Ohio, in June, 
1865, in which a number of itidependent Churches were represent- 
ed, and resulted in a unanimous agreement upon general princi- 
les of Union, and in a eall for another Convention, which assem-: 
bled at Cincinnati, May 9, 1866.' This Convention agreed upon a 
union between ihe Methodist Protestant Church and the Wesleyan. . 
Methodist Conneetion, and such “independent Non-Episcopul 
Churches as were represented therein, or as might choose to come’ 
into the Union. The Convention adopted Elementary Princi- 
ples and a Constitution, and provided for the preparation of a 
Discipline, all of which are hereinafter 


Pe 
be 


aad 
> 


~ 


— = 2 
< 


“ 


ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLFS AND CONSTITUTION. 
Preamble. 


Ws, the Representatives of the Methodist Churches in General- 
nvention assembled, acknowledging the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the only head of the Church, and the Word of God as the sufficient 
Tule of faith and practice, in all things Derptning to godliness ; 
and being fully persuaded that the representative form of Church 
sovernment is the most scriptural, best suited to oyr condition, 
and most congenial with our Views and feelings as fellow-citizens 
With the saints, and of the household of God; and, Whereas, .a 
Written Constitution, establishing the form of government, and se- 
Curing to the Ministers and Members of the Church their rights and 
privileges, is the best safeguard of Christian liberty ; We, therefore, 
‘wusting in the protection of Almighty God, and acting in the 
hame and by the authority of our constituents, do ordain and es- 
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42 
that body with Slavery, and the arbitrary character of its govern. 
~O. Scott, J. Horton, and L. R. Sunderland, seceded in November. 
1842. At the same time the first number of a weekly paper wag 
issued, calted the “True Wesleyan,” in which they announced 
their withdrawal, setting forth their reasons. In December fo}. 
lowing, Luther Lee withdrew from the M. E. Church, and algo I, 
C. Matlack.—These secessions are to be regarded as the commence. 
ment of the movement which led to the Wesleyan Organization. 

At the time of this secession, the Methodist Protestant Church 


_ was involved in slavery no less than the M. E. Church, or the se. 
ceders would have united with them ; but this was impossible, anq 


they were compelled to organize a new connection, upon anti- ‘ 


slavery principles. 


‘ 


" Soon after the secession of Scott, Horton, Sunderland, Lee, and 


- Matlack, measures were taken to hold a Convention, which trans. - 


pired at Andover, Mass., in February, 1843. This resulted in a call 
for a General Convention, which was held at Utica, N. Y., com- 
mencing May 31, 1843, at which a general organization was effect- 
ed, and a Discipline adopted. The first General Conference was 
The Wesleyan Methodist Connection was organized with a rep- 
resentative government, which gave to the churches a greater de- 
rree of independence than even the liberal government of the M. 
Church ; but their most distinguishing feature was their oppo- 
sition to slavery, which they introduced into their organic law. | 


THE METHODIST CHURCH. 


The Methodist Church, whose government, faith and practice is 
herein given, was organized by a union of the ‘Methodist Protes-_ 
tant Church and the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, in which a 
number of independent churches joined. 
At the commencement of the modern anti-slavery discussion, as 
has been stated, the M. P. Church was involved in slavery, and, 
like other churches, was moved by the discussion. As about half 
of their strength lay within the slave-holding States, the battle 


The Conferences lying within the Free States finally became con- 
vinced that they could not persuade their Southern brethren to 
abandon Slavery, and suspended co-operation with slave-holdin 
Conferences and churches. Nineteen Annual Conferences united 
n a call for a General Convention, which assembled at Springfield, 
his Convention declared that in its judgment, ‘the practice of 
Duying and selling men, women and children, or holding them i 
Slavery, as they are held in these United States, is inconsistent with 
the morality of the Holy Scriptures; and ‘did further declare all 
ollicial connection, co-operation and official fellowship with such 
Conferences and Churches, within the Methodist Protestant Asso- 
ciation, as practice or tolerate: slave-holding or slave-trading, to be 
suspended, until the evil complained of be removed.” ._ , 

The Convention further, obedience to instructions from its 
constituents, ordered the removal from the Constitution and Dis- 
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to comes and be saved by grace through faith in our: Dera Jesus 
Christ, with an avowed determination to walk i in all the command- 
ments of God'blameless. 
‘Sec. 2. The churchés shall ave power 
rofession Of faith or’ oF certificate of ‘good standing in any other 
_experience’< of the candidates. 


Article III. — Reception of ‘Churches, ete. 
Any church agreeing ta, conform. to our Constitution, 
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4 


ee 


ook of Discipline, and Means of Gra ce, may,.on application to Pe a? hs, 
ti President of an Annual Confetenca to the Pastor of a Church, a 
or to Quarterly. Conference, be as a. member of this 


d 
3, Fach church, shall have the right to hold and control 


itsown property and manage its own look affairs, independent of 
all associated relations or bo re 
Sec. 3. It is expected of a churches, as a condition of remain- 
mg connected with the general body, that they continue to con- 
form to this Constitution, and the ON 
in n the Book of Discipline. és 


Article I V~Division or 7 


— 1, The territory embraced by: this Reli gious Body ‘shall i 
divided into Districts of convenient size and form; stich division to 
be subject to any changes which the General Conterence may from 
time to time deem necessary. « 

Sec. 2. Each District shall be divided into Girouits, Stations, 
and 


Article V—Quarterly 


Geo: 1. ‘Thete shall be a quarterly conference each 
charge, composed of all the ministers, preachers, exhorters, stew- 
ards, leaders, trustees and, superintendents of Sabbath-schools, 
who are members of the church, belonging to the charge, who 
shall hold four sessions each year; provided ‘that the astor or a 
quorum of the quarterly con erence, shall have authority to calb 
special meetings when deemed necessary. ’ 

SEC.2. Each quarterly conference shall have authority to ex- : 
amine into the official character of all its members, and to admon- 
ish or reprove them as occasion may. require; to grant to persons 
properly qualified and recommended by the: church)of which the 
applicants are members, license to exhort.and to preach, and renew 
their licenses annually; to admit ministers and preachers coming 
from any other church ; to recommend ministers and preachers to the 
Annual Conference. for pastoral work and)for ordination; pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that no person be licensed .to. until he 
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shall have been first examined and recommended by a committee eet 


VI —Annwat 


Sec.1. There shall be held, annually, within the limits of each 
district, a. Conference, composed of all the ministers laboring: un= 
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to. be by the following 


elementary 


ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 


Christian Church is a society of in esus ‘Christ, 
assemblin g in any one place for is of Divine 
institution. 

- 2, Christ is the Head. of the: Chureh, sod the. ‘Word. of God the 

only rule of faith and conduct. 

3. No person who loves the Lord Jesus: Christ, See obeys the Gee: 
pel of God our Savior, ought to be deprived of Church member- 
shi 

i ni Eyary man has an. inalienable right to private. judgment in 
matters of religion; and an equal right to express his opinion, in 
any way which will not violate the laws of: God or the rights of 
his fellow-men. 

.5. Chureh trials should be conducted on Gospel principles only; 
and no minister or member should be excommunicated, except for 
immorality, the propagation of unchristian doctrines, or for hegy 
lect of duties enjoined by the Word of God. 

_ 6. The Pastoral or Ministerial office and duties are of Divine ap- 
pointment; and all Elders in the Church of God are equal; but — 

Ininisters are forbidden to be lords over God’s heritage, or to have 
dominion over the faith of the saints. 

7. The Church has.a right to form and. enforce such rules and 
regulatiuns only, as are in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 
and may be necessary, or have a tendency to carry into effect the. 
great system of practical Christianity. ‘The Church ought to se- 
cure to all her official bodies the: necemery Prarie for: “the pur- 
poses of good government: 

8. Whatever power may be necessary to the formation of rules 
and reculations, is inherent in the ministers and members. of the 
churches; ; butso much of that. power may be delegated, from time 
to time, upon. a plan of representation, as they may judge neces- 
sary and proper; provided, that they create no distinct. or inde- 
pendent soverei enties. 


Y. It is the duty of all ministers and members of the Church to 
maintain godliness, and to oppose all moral evil. | 

10. It is obligatory on ministers of the gospel. to be faithful in 
the discharge ot their pastoral.and ministerial duties; and it is 
also obligatory on members to esteem ministers highly for their 


’s sake, and to render a righteous for their 


“CONSTITUTION. 

The name of this religious body shall be ‘THE Meron 
CHURCH. 


Sro. 1. The conditions required of those who. cant for proba- 
tionary membership in a: church sessile a desire.to flee from the wrath 


OF 
| 
ic 
4 
mis 
t 
4, 
A 
A 
# 
1 
f 
| 
i 
Hi 
i} ‘ 
a. 
4 
| 
‘fj 
| 
, 


47 


to ryul record of its proceedings; judge of 
malifications of its own members, and form its own rules of or- 
Us, A majority of the representatives in attendance shall con- 
cnc. 5. The ministers and laymen shall deliberate in one body; 
but if, upon the final passage of any question, it be required by 


tives shall be necessary to constitute a vote of the Conference. 


A similar regulation shall be observed by the Annual Confer-— 


rules and regulations for 
pody, in accordance with the elementary principles and the pro- 
visions of this Constitution, 
suc. 7. To determine the ratio of representation to its own 
abo. 8. To define the boundaries of Annual Conference districts ; 
provided, however, that the Annual Conferences of any two or 
more districts shall have power, by mutual agreement, to alter 
their respective adjoining boundaries, or to set off a new district; 
but every alteration made in the boundaries of districts shall be 
reported to the:ensuing General Conference, subject to its ac- 


Szc. 9. The General Conference shall make no rule in violation 


of the Law of God, or which shall conflict with any of the El--- 
ementary Principles, or of this Constitution; or which shall in 


fringe the liberty of speech or‘of the press; or constitute any or- 
of ministers than Elders, which shall ‘prevent the 


maintenance of an itinerant ministry, — 


Article VHT. 
OFFICERS. 
Presidents of Annual Conferences. 


‘Sec, 1 The President of each Annual Conference shall be elected 


-beamenable to that body for his otficial conduct. 
SEC. 2. It shall‘be the duty of the President ot an Annual Con- 


by ballot, a majority of votes bemg necessary to a choice, and shall 


ference to preside in all meetings of that body; and, with the as- 
sistance of two or more Elders, to ordain such persons as shall be 


elected to orders; travel through the district—if it be required by 
the Conference,—and, in the recess of Conference, with the assist- 


ance of two or more Elders, to. ordain those persons who shall 
have been elected to orders, and were not present at Conference; 
to employ such ministers, preachers, and missionaries as are duly 
recommended, and to make such changes of preachers as may be 
hecessary ; provided the consent of the preachers and their charges 
1; and to perform such other duties as may be re- 


be first obtaine 


J 


quired by his Annual Conference. _ 
The minister or preacherghaving charge of a station, circuit, or 


- 
~ ' 


J 


— 


we 


A 


~ — 
~ 
* a 


‘ 
| 
{ 
M, 
mo tne Sitting oO ne Conrere 
a 
i’ 
4 
j 
| 
} 
be 
e MEMVCIS, ALLY | Vote separately 
concurrence of amajority of both classes of representa- : rat 
ma Tne | Pat 
| 
} 
ences. 
he General Conference shall have authorit ; a 
e Gen ave author mal 
4 | 
¥ 
ait 
rig 
; 
a 
| 
fi 
i 
‘ 
4 ih 
at 
} 
it 
= 
; 
| | 
¢ 
bere 
Bere 
4 
uf 
j 
‘ 
¥ | 
. 
| 
A 
‘ 
P 
4 ’ 
4 
1 


46 


der its direction, and of one delegate from each circuit, station ang 
mission, for each of its ministers belonging to the Conference. pro. 
vided, however, that each circuit, station and mission, shail’ have 
at least one delegate, Each Annual Conference shall regulate the 
manner of elections in its own district;, provided, however, that 
the election of perogares to the first Annual Conference under thig 
Constitution, shall be according to such regulations as may pe 
adopted for that purpose, by the quarterly conferences of the pe. 
spective circuits, stations and missions, =) 

Sec. 2. Each Annual Conference shall have authority to elect 
a President, annually ; to examine into the official. conduct of its 
members; to receive by vote, such ministers and preachers into 
the Conference as come properly recommended, and who can be 
efficiently employed as pastors or missionaries; to elect to orders 
those who are eligible and competent to the pastoral office: to heay 
and decide on appeals; to define and ‘regulate the boundaries of 
circuits and stations; and to exercise a general supervision over — 
the pastors and churches, in the followmg manner and to the fol- 
* All ministers and licentiates, who are laboring under the direc- 
tion of the Conference, shall be at liberty to enter into engage. 
ments to serve any pastoral charge for one year from the next ses- 
sion of the Conference; and it shall be the duty of all ministers | 
and licentiates and churches having entered into such arrange- 
ments, to report the same to the Conference, at its next session. | 
Suc. 8. Each Annual Conference shall also have authority 
perform any other duties which the General Conference may pre- — 
scribe; and to make such rules and regulations as the peculiarities 
of the district may require; provided, however, that no rule or — 
regulation may be made inconsistent with this Constitution; and 
provided furthermore, that the General Conference shall have 
power to annul any rule or regulation which that body may deem 


Article VII.~-General Conferences. 


Sec. 1. There shall be a General Conference of this body, held 
on the third Wednesday of May, 1867, at Cleveland, Ohio, and on 
the third Wednesday of May every fourth year thereafter, at such 
place as shall be determined on by the 
- SEc. 2. The General Conference shall consist of an equal num- 
ber of ministers and laymen. The ratio of representation from 
each Annual Conierence district shall be one minister:and one lay- 
man for every 1,000 persons in full membership; provided, how-— 
ever, that every Annual Conference district: that may not have 
1,000 members shall be entitled to two representatives,—one minis- 
_ ter and one layman,—until a different ratio shall be fixed by the 


SEC. 3. The representatives to which each Annual Conference 
district shall be entitled, shall be elected at the time and place of 
holding the Annual Conference of said district next preceding the. 
of the General Conference, by joint ballot. of ministers and 
SEC. 4, The Géneral Conference shall elect by ballot, a Presi- 
dent to preside over its deliberations, and one or:more Secretaries, 
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art of this Constitution, except the second and twelfth articles, 
‘nd section nine of article seven, by making such alterations ‘or 
additions as may be recommended in writing by two-thirds of the 
whole number of the Annual Conferences next preceding the sit- 
en. 9. The second and twelfth articles, and the ninth section 
of article seven of this Constitution, shall be unalterable, except 
hy a Generaal Convention called for the special purpose by two- 
thirds of the whole number of the Annual Conferences: next. pre- 
coding the General Conference, which convention, and all. other 
conventions of this church, shalk be constituted and, elected inthe 
same manner and ratio as prescribed for the General Conference. 
When a General Convention is called by the Annual Conferences, 
it shall supercede. the assembling of the General Conference for 
that period, and shall have power to discharge all the duties of 
that body in addition to the particular object for which the con- 
vention shall have been assembled. 
*“Article XTI.—Judiciary Principles... 
Sec. 1. All offences condemned by the Word of God as being 
sufficient to exclude a person from the kingdom of grace and glo- 
ry, shall subject ministers, preachers, and members to expulsion 
Src. 2. .For preaching or disseminating unscriptural doctrines, 
affecting the general interests of the Christian system, ministers, 
preachers, and members shall be liable to.admonition, and, if in- 


a 


corrigible, to expulsion. | | 
Sec. 3. No minister or preacher shall be deprived of church 
privileges or ministerial functions without'an impartial trial be- 


fore a committee of from three to five ministers or preachers; and > 
right. of appeal, the preachers to the ensuing Quarterly, and the 


ministers ‘to the ensuing Annual Conference... 


Sec. 4. No member shall be deprived of church priviliges with-— 


out an impartial trial. He shall be tried. before a committee of 
three or more lay members, but’shall have the right of appeal to 
the Church, whose decision shall be final. 


Sxerron I. 


_ [These are as foundin the M. P. Discipline, pp. 77-85, except that 
the three following Articles are inserted, and a. slight improve- 
ment is made in phraseology in the Article on the Lord’s Supper. ] 


Article XIT—Of Relative Duties. 


Those two great commandments which require us ‘to love the 


Lord our God with all our hearts, and our neighbor as ourselves, 


contain the sum of the Divine law as it is revealed in the Scrip-. 


tures; and are the measure and perfect rule of humanduty, as well 
forthe ordering and directing of families and nations and all 
other social bodies, as for individual acts by which we are. re- 

quired to acknowledge God.as our only supreme ruler, and all 
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_ All ministers and preachers under the direction of the Confer. 
ence shall be amenable to that body, and all others shall be amen. 
able to the Quartly Conferences to which they. severally belong, 


mission, shall be styled the Pastor, and his assistant the Associate 


Class Leaders. 
"Class Leaders shall be elected annually by théir respective classes 
_ The Conference Stewards shall be elected annually by the Anun- 
al Conferences, and discharge such duties as may be assigned them 


Station and Circuit Stewards; 
--'The Station, Cireuit and Mission Stewards shall be elected annu- 

ally; in the stations, by the members, including ministers and 
preachers; and in the circuits and missions by the Quarterly Con- 
ferences; but every member present, if eighteen years of age, shall 
be permitted to vote in the election of Stewards, The number of — 
stewards for each circuit, station or mission, to be not less than 


three, nor more than seven. | 


7 


Article General Judiciary. 
.Sec.1. Whenever a majority of all the, Annual Conferences 
shall officially call for a judicial decision on any rule or act of the 
General Conference, it shall be the duty of each and every Annual 
Conference to appoint, at-its next, session, one judicial delegate. 
The delegates thus chosen shall assemble at the place where the 
General Conference held its last session, on the second Tuesday in 
May following their appointment. 
Src. 2. A majority of the delegates shall constitute a quorum: 
and if two-thirds of all present judge said rule or act of the Gen- 
eral Conference unconstitutional, they shall have power to declare — 
the same null and A te 
Src.3. Every decision of the Judiciary shall be in writing, 
and shall be published in the periodicals belonging to this body. 
After the Judiciary shall have performéd the duties assigned them 
in this Constitution, their power shall cease; and no other Ju- 
diciary shall be created until after the session of the succeeding 
Article X.—Special Call of the General Qonference. 
Sec.1. Two-thirds of the whole number of thé Annual Confer- 
enees shall have power to call special meetings of the General Con- 
Skc. 2. When it shall have been ascertained that two-thirds of 
the Annual Conferences have decided in favor of such call, it shall 
be the duty of the Presidents, or a majority of them, forthwith to 
designate the time and place of holding the same, and to give due 
notice to all stations, circuits and missions. 


Article XI—Provision for Altering the Constitution. 
Sec. 1. The General Conference shall have power to annul any 
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You cheerfully devote yourselves to God in the everlasting coy- 
enant of His grace, consecrating all your powers and. faculties’ to 
His service and glory. And you promise that you will cleave to 
Him as your chief good; that you will give diligent attention to 


His word and ordinances; that you will seek the honor ‘and ad- 


vancement of His kingdom, and that henceforth, denying all’ wh- 
godliness and worldly usts, you will live soberly, righte ously and 
You do also cordially join yourselves to this church, and engage 
to submit to all its rules of government, to seek earnestly is 


eace, purity and edification, and to walk with all its membeys in 


eharit and faithfulness, in meekness and sobriet Dd you’ 
freely and solemnly devote yourselves to be the Lord’s? ¢; dasa 
[Membersof the church herearise.] 


RESPONSE OF THE CHURCH. | 


We, the members of this church, do cordially receive you as 
brethren and sisters beloved to our communion and_ fellowship, 
and promise to walk with you in love, and to watch over you, ‘to 


instruct, counsel, admonish and cherish you, with all long-suffer- 


4 


hy 


ing, gentleness and love. 


_ [Here the pastor, in the name of the church, will give the right 
[See 5th Elementary Principle, and Constitution, Article 
1. A church, when it shall judge it expedient, may appoint:'a 
Judicial Committee, of not less than three persons, who’ shall’ re 
main in office one year, unless displaced by the church: This 
committee shall be a standing court, to hear all complaints, and to 
try all charges against any lay member of the church; provided, 
that the church shall have. power to refer any. casé to a spécial 
committee, when they shall judge that to be the best way to secure 
the ends of justice.—Female committees may be ‘appointed ‘when 
it ig requested by, the accused party. 
In all trials before this committee the Pastor shall preside: ‘but 
when the Pastor shall be the plaintiff, or when the church shall have 
no Pastor, the church may appoint some other person to preside; 
and in case of its neglecting so to do, the committee shall select a 
2. In all cases of personal offense between brethren, the direc- 
tion of our Lord in Matt. xviii, 15-17, shall be pursued: °° 
“Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go.and tell 


him his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, 


thou hast gained thy brother. = 
 “Butif he will not hear thee, then take with thee ‘one or two 
more, that in the mouths of two or three witnesses every word 


“And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church; 
but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as a 


heathen and a publican.” — 


charge shall lie against any minister or member. 


In default of pursuing the above course here recommended, no 
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“ n.ag created by him, equal in all natural rights. Wherefo; 
men are bound so to order all their individual and social “and | “a 
litical. acts, as to render to God entire and absolute obedience - ind 
to secure to all men the enjoyment of every natural right, as’ well 
as, to, promote the greatest happiness of each in the possession and 
exerciseofisuch rights: 
Article XVI—Of the Resurrection of the Dead... 
- [here will be a general resurrection of the dead, both of the 
ase and the unjust, at which time the souls and bodies of men wil} 
e ré-united, to receive together a just retribution for the deeds 
done tw The this life, 
Article XVIL— Of the General Judgment. 
_ ‘There: will be a general judgment at the end of the world, when 
God will judge all men by Jesus Christ, and receive the righteous 
into his heavenly og where they shall be forever secure — 
and happy; and adjudge the wicked to everlasting punishmer 
Sting pul ent 
suited to the demerit of their sins. 
JOHN AND CHARLES WESLEY’S GENERAL RULES. 
{These areas found in the M. P, Discipline, pp. 71-73, save that 
the rule on the subject of intoxicating drinks is slightly altered, . 
and that the one on Slavery has been inserted.J oe 
ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP, 
Constitution, Article I.) 
‘1. Application for admission to probationary membership should 
be made to the.Pastor of the church, but in case or his absence, to 
the Associate Pastor, or to a leader, who shall present the names 
to the church, and if there be no objection, the names of the appli- 
eants shall be entered upon the record as probationers. ‘In case 
objections are made, the question of admission shall be decided by 
a majority vote of the church, and they shall be recorded as pro- 
bationers, and the church may admit them to full membership at 
such time as it shall be satisfied with their Christian experience. 
2. Persons who have been baptized may be admitted to full 
membership, by a majority of the church, on profession of faith, 
or on certificate, or other satisfactory evidence of good and regu- 
_ lar standing in any other church; provided the church is satisfied 
with the Christian character 4nd experience of the candidates. _ 
3. In cases where it is practicable, we recommend the use of the 
following form in the reception of members into full connection. 
prior the vote of reception has been taken, the candidate, or can- 
ldates, standing before the church, let the officiating minister 
read the following covenanttothem: = 
. You do solemnly and severally confess RD J 
1d ully confess the Lorp JEHOVAH, 
FATHER, Son, and Hoy Guosv, be your God. the object of your 
the Lord Jesus Christ to bé vou Ho 
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ating, to the chairman of the trial, his intention to-appeal; with= 
days after the close of the trial, or his appeal” ‘not 
1. If any accused minister, preacher, or member evade trial by’ 
absenting himself, atter due notice shall have been given him, the 
investigation before the committee shall, nevertheless, : be: insti- 
tuted, and the testimon heard; and if a majority of the commit~ 
tee find him guilty of the charge, or charges, the executive min- 
ister shall carry the sentence into effect. 


“49, Onany dispute between two or more members’ of ‘our 


Church, concerning the payment of debts, or otherwise. which — 


cannot be settled by the parties concerned, the Pastor shall recom- 


mend to the contending parties a reference, ‘consisting of one ar. 
biter chosen by the plaintiff and another by the defendant; ‘the’ 


two arbiters to choose a third, a majority of whom shall decide 


13, When any minister, preacher, or member of our Church | 


fails in business, and applies for the benefit of any of the insolvent 
laws, and there be reason to believe that he has been guilty of dis~ 
honesty, or if He require an investigation, a committee shall be 
appointed as in other cases; and if there be evidence to said com- 
mittee that there has been intentional fraud, the said minister, 
_ preacher, or member shall be dealt with as in other charges of im- 

morality. Where it shall appear to the committee of inquiry that 


r 


there is no proper ground of censure, the committee shall furnish: 


a certificate of honorable acquittal. = — 
QUARTERLY CONFERENCE, 
1. The Quarterly Conference shall be called to order by the 
Pastor, when present, who shall preside; provided, the conference 
may appoint some other person to preside, when they shall judge 
it necessary. The conference shall appoint a Secretary, ;and 
portion of Scripture shall be read and prayer offered before’ pro+ 


ceeding to business. One-third of all the members in stations, — 


and one-sixth in circuits shall constitute a quorum. 


of disseminating unscriptural doctrines be preferred against’ any 
member of the conference during the examination, the accusation, 
_ together with the names of the accuser and witnesses, shall be re- 
ferred to the proper authorities, to be investigated in aecordance 
with the provisions of the coustitution and the discipline. When 
a case is so referred, a prosecutor shall be appointed by the con- 
ference in behalf of the church. | 
3. The first quarterly conference in each conference year, shall 
appoint a committee of examination, to assist, advise, and exam- 
ine candidates for the ministry. It shall be the duty of the com- 


mittee to see that the candidates pursue the course of reading pre- — 


scribed by the discipline; to examine them occasionally on doc 
trines and religious experience; and when they shall have made 
the necessary attainments, to give them a written testimonial of 
their qualifications. But no committee shall give a testimoriial 


unless the candidate be a man of unexceptionable moral character, 


2. Should a charge of immorality, neglect of Christian duty, or : 
ny 
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3. In all cases of trial, a bill shall be made out, settin 


charge, or charges, with the specifications in writing, ind ape 
of the same shall be served upon the accused by the Chairman of 
the Court, or by the complainant, allowing tg acctised ‘a. reason. 
able time to prepare for trial, which shall not be less than ter 
oy unless by consent of the parties. “2 


complaint against any member of the church. 
sented tothe Pastor; but if there be no Pastor, or if h @ neplect 
to attend to the complaint, the charges shall ‘be -presented ‘to’ the 


Judicial Committee; and if there. be no standing Judicial Com. 
mittee, the charges shall be presented to the church .at one of its 
meetings; and if, in the judgment of the church, the charge be of 
such: a nature, and founded upon such probable evidence as to de_ | 
mand an investigation, they shall appoint the necessary committee 
for the trial of the cases) 

5. A complaint‘against a minister or preacher shall be presented 


to the Pastor of the charge, or in case the Pastor be the accused 
arty, to the President of the Conference, or other minister, not 
belonging to the charge, who shail cite the’ accused to appear be- 
fore a committee of at least three ministers, which he shall select, 
and acting as chairman, he shall proceed to try the case. © 
A complaint an offending church: shall: be presented 
to the President of the Conference, or in case he be the Pastor ‘of 
the church accused, to any other minister in charge, who shall 
call a committee of five male members, to assemble at the place 
where said church holds its regular religious meetings, and _ shall 
preside during the trial. Before this committee, the church, hav-— 
ing been ip | summoned, shall appear by its representative. If 
the church shall be found guilty of having violated any. of the 


Elementary Principles, or the Constitution, or any of our isciplin- 


ary regulations, the same shall be reported to the ensuing Annual 
Conference, before which the church may appear by its represent- 
ative in self-defense, and if the decision of the committee be con- 


‘firmed, the church shall be stricken. from the list of churches on 


_%. Every accused person, when brought to trial, shall have the 
right to challenge any member of the committee for cause, and the 
remaining members shall allow or overrule the challenge. The 
accused shall also be allowed to introduce and examine witnesses, 


ter or member of the church. 
_ 8. The chairman shall decide all questions of law that may be 
raised during the progress of any trial; but the committee shall, 
by a majority of votes, decide the uilt or. innocence of the ac- 
cused, and if he be convicted, they shall determine what punish- 
ment shall be awarded ; reproof, suspension, deposition, or expul- 
font, and the execuéive minister shall carry the. same into ef- 
9. In all cases of trial, the court shall appoint a Secretary, who- 
shall make a faithful record of the proceedings, and the chairman 
shall transmit the same, or a true copy thereof, in case of an ap- 
to sh if it be a lay member, to the quarterly confer- 
Preacher, and tothe Annual Conference if it be a 


‘10. Every person convicted before a committee shall signify, in 


_ and to be heard in self-defense, and of the assistance of any minis- 
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the accusation, together with the names of the’ accuser, ati 


nesses: shall be referred to the President of the Conferen 


posed offense 1s alleged to have been committed ; an 

Face shall appoint. a prosecutor in behalf of the church. Whe 
charges are preferred against a minister oF preacher in Sites val 

of Conference, the President, shall appoint the prosecutor. 
‘Annual Conferences respectively shall provide for the pay 
any expenses incurred in bringing committees. from a, 


investigated by committee, in the circnit or station, where the sup- 


{ ere 
Annual 


plac 
the Annual Conference. Neither shall any minister be recogm 
as belonging to our body whose name is not recorded on 
some quarterly or Annual Conference, to which he is 
who does not hold a valid certificate or legal transfer:. 


ceived back again without recommendation from. the. qu: 


ote 


Vided his moral character stands fair—An Annual’ 


EXCE] written recommendation from a quar- 
terly: conference, or. a certificate from some other Confer 
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3, Should a charge of immorality be preferred againstany mit 
isterial member of the Conference, during the examination of 
procter, and if the Conference see sufficient reason to justify it hie | 
take par 1D. AU | an « fn 
! NC minister Or . preacher shall be received into an. 
‘of — 
or | 
5. No conference shall have power to withhold a, testimonial, if 
the minister or preacher. requiring it shall have commen bis 
engagements, and his moral character stands fair; hut neither the ae A 
conference into which the minister or preacher wishes , t9, bé“re- i 
ceived, norits President, shall be obliged to employ him, 
erant or missionary, except his'labors can be profitably diréctec 
6. Every minister or preacher received by, the President, during oy oe 
the interval of Conferenoe, shall be subjeeted.to, a. vote. .of the 
Conference before his name can: be printed in the, minutes. as. a ae 
stationed minister or preacher, except, in cases of transf 
7. Ministers laboring’ under the direction: of the: onferehee 
may be transferred from one. district to another, . by ‘negotiations Tee 
between the Presidents of said districts; proyided the mi nates or aa ii 
preacher consents to the transfer;,and, provided the, instrument 
have the signature of both Presidents; and, provided also, that it ‘ 
be presented to the Annual Conference to \which. the mini er 
preacher is to be transferred. before.it shall have close 3100, 
| next following the date of the transfer; otherwise it, shall. not: be = ba 
valid. The transfer, when, made for a period not. exceeding thie ree 
years, shall be viewed as temporary 5 and if the minister or; egy } i “| 
er return to his own Conference before or at the time, specified, he ih Bis 
shall, if his moral character stand fair, be again admitted to mem- ee 4 
bership, and shall be entitled to all the privileges and ‘claims he aty), 
would have possessed, had he not been thus transferred. 
8. Ministers and preachers coming from, other denominations 
= may be received and employed by the Annual Conference, . ty 
~=vided they present. suitable testimonials of good 30nd, | 
provided also, the Conference shall be satisfied, with. the faith. tet 3 
Christian experience, aud_ qualifications of the applicant, Any iy ba 
minister mav retire from the service of the Conference, 4 


o4 


ennine piety, and have respectable attainments : at least an n.abil- 


.to state and defend the leading doctrines of. 
"had after he shall have been Jicensed, he shal continue ‘unde er 


ine of the eommittee of examination, j An view of his or- 


are erson ‘shall be licensed to preach except. he present, a testi 
monial from. the committee of examination. __. 

_.Ehe following questions shall be put to each candidate, and if he 
answer them satisfactorily | he may be licensed : 

you faith, in Christ, and are yOu: striving to be holy” in 
heart,. and in all manner of conversation? a 

ivan you any other motive in requesting license to Be reach, than 

sire to be instrumental in edifying the Church of God, calling 

sinners to repentance, and saving, your own soul and those that 


hear you?.., 


Do you believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 


Testaments contain all things necessary to salvation? _ 


Have you examined our constitution and discipline; do you ap- 
them, and are you willing to with their require: 

= he Quarterly Conference, tak the advice and ‘coment of 
the: Pastor,, shall haye authority to make all necessary alterations 
in; their cirenit or station, and to provide for filling all the appoint- 


ments during the interval of the Annual Conference. 


5. The Quarterly Conference shall determine its place of meet- 
ing, and the Pastor shall appoint the time, and give due notice of 
the same, and may call special ee when important business 


demands it. 


6. The Quarterly Conference, i in ¢onj unction with the Pastor, 
shall have authority to receive ministers and -aneneasioess from other 
denominations, on satisfactory testimonials. | 
» Tnsall appeals brought before the. Quarterly Conference, the 

same order shall be observed and the same privileges accorded to 


the and: accuser as are granted in the 


Conference. [See paragraph 17.| 


ORDER ¢ Or ‘BUSINESS RECOMMENDED TO THE SEVERAL QUARTERLY 
CONFERENCES. 


ahis is. seaaiy the same as occurs in the Methodist Protestant 
Discipline, p page Ab | 
alr | ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
‘Ege ee Constitution, Article 


al “The poate shall be called to order by the President of 
the preceding year, who shall open itb ni akg e Scriptures and 


| pr oth and shall preside, until a new President is elected. If the 


resident is, not. present, the Conference shall appoint a President 
pro, tem, Who shall act until the election. .A Secretary shall be 
pointed to serve during the sitting of the Conference. 
2. The Conference shall judge of election returns, and qualifi- 
eations of: the delegates, or alternates who have been elected to 


senye instead of the delegates. A majorit of all the aun in 
attendance shall constitute a 
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he should request the upper Court to operi’ the ‘whole 


 jerits of the ease, When new testimony may ‘be introducéd, and 


court shall give its own final 
the appeal is tried upon the record of the court below, the decision 


shall acquit the accused, or confirm the judgment rendered below, | 


ar order a ew trial. ‘These rules shall apply to appeals to churehies 
"4g, The Conference’ shall divide‘ the district itito 


ations, change the boundaries of the same, and form new charges 
from year to year, as the interest of the work demands} provided, 
that no station or circuit shall be divided, ‘unless each’ part have 
ability to aoe « tone or more preachers, and the delegate or del- 
‘The Conference shall not be required to t. ministers 
‘and preachers’ to circuits and stations, who, ‘in, their opinion, are 


incompetent to the duties thereof, or who they believe will’ 


ject the work, if it be assigned to them; and Conference may 
transfer such ministers and preachers to the unstationed list; pro- 
unstationed list, any, who are entitled to a place on the superanhu- 
9). No minister or preacher, engaged to serve a circuit or sta- 
tion ‘under the direction of the Conference, shall abandon his work 
before the expiration of his time of service, unléss’ by: consent of 
the President, who may, release him for satisfactory reasons. . 
21. The Annual Conferences, respectively, shall elect annuall 
a standing district committee of three elders, one of whom sha 
bean unstationed: minister, and three laymen, whose duty it shall 
be, in the event of the death, resignation, or suspension. of the 


President, to appoint a President pro tem. to serve until the sitting | 


of the next Annual Conference. 


Should charges be’ preferred against the Pres dent of an Annual 


Conference, the committee shall call upon an elder residing in‘the 


district to perform the official notifications, and to act as execu- 
tive officer in the trial, in accordance with the, rule provided for 
22. It shall be the duty of each minister and ‘preacher engaged 
in regular pastoral work, to furnish annually to the steward of the 
_ Conference of which he is a member, ‘a! report of the amount of 
compensation received during the preceding year. 
_ 23. Kach Annual Conference shalt cause the following statistics 
tobe reported from the various charges, each year : viz: Number 
of members; Number of probationers; Number received during 
we year; Number baptized; Number dismissed with letter ; Num- 


er removed without letter, or Number and’ value of 


Church edifices and parsonages; Number of Church periodicals 


taken; Number of Sabbath-Schools, teachers and scholars; Num- 


Rh in 8, 8. Library; Amounts paid for benevolent 
sith member of Confererice shall withdraw himself from. its 
trees, permission, until’ all the business‘shall haye been 
Conference to attend its annual sessions, ‘or if- unable ‘to’ at- 
Nd, inform 'the Conference by letter of said inability and the 
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may leave a minister without an appointment, at his own request, 
the ensuing year. When any minister is so left, he shall be e, 4 
tled to a seat in the quarterly conference where he may regiq 

‘but shall be ultimately responsible to the Annual Confe , 


rence, 
superannuated minister shall likewise have a seat in the quarteriy 


conference of the circuit or station where he may reside, and te 
‘ultimately accountable to the Annual Conference. 
9. No minister or preacher who shall have been rejected by an 
Annual Conference shall be employed by its President, unless" the 
Conference grant him permission under specified conditions. 
10. Every preacher shall be eligible to deacon’s orders after he 
shall have preached two years under a license, and shall have ar- 
rived at the age of twenty-one years; provided that no applicant 
shall be elected to orders who shall not first undergo an examina. 
- tion by the committee on orders appointed by the Annual Con- 
ference; provided further, that when it is impracticable for the 
applicant to attend, of which the Annual Conference shall judge, 
the Annual Conference may appoint a committee of examination 
in his neighborhood or circuit. upon whose recommendation he 
may be ordained in the interval of the Annual Conference, as 
provided in the discipline; and provided further, that the exami. 
- nation shall precede the election, and that the president shall be 
VJ. Every deacon shall be yr ves to elder’s orders, when he 
shall have exercised the office of deacon acceptably, two years. 
12. In cases. of missions and similar necessities, preachers may 
_ be elected to deacon’s orders, and deacons to elder’s orders, with- 
out regard to time, provided they possess the requisite qualifica- 
13. ‘No man shall be elected to orders, except he be a man of 
- unexceptionable moral character, genuine piety, respectable at- 
tainments, and sound in the belief of the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, and faithful in the discharge of gospel duties. 
44. The deacons shall have authority to preach the gospel of. 
Christ , to baptize, and celebrate matrimony, and to assist the el- 
der in administering the Lord’s Supper. 
_ 1§. The elders shall have authority to administer the Lord’s 
Supper, baptize, and celebrate matrimony, and perform all parts 
, 16. Ordination shall be performed by ‘the President, assisted aA 
by two or more other elders. | 
17, Every person who appeals to the Annual Conference, from , 
_ adecision of a commiftee of trial, shall be permitted to appear be- 
fore the Conference, and after all the documents belonging to the 
trialhad before the committee shall have been read, shall state the 
reasons of his appeal. His accuser shall then be permitted to support 
his charges in the presence of the appellant. The appellant may in 
turn make his reply, which shall close the’ proceedings on both 
sides, except the Conference grant the accuser permission to speak 
} Second time. The appellant and accuser shall then retire, and 
ie Conference shall decide, and furnish the appellant with a copy 
of their decision. In all trials on appeals, the court shall not go 
beyond the record of the court below, but shall decide in view of 
the leadings and evidence therein contained; unless the accused 
shall hall have given notice at the time he signified his intention to ap- 
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year, forthe choice of a leader, in each class of his circuit or sta- 
‘on - put should any class refuse or neglect to elect, the pastor 
hall then appoint a leader for said class. 
"3, To give due notice, from all the pulpits in his circuit or sta- 
tion, of the time and place of holding the ensuing quarterly con- 


ference. 


4, To hold love feasts, general class meetings and watch meet- | 


detain the society occasionally, after preaching, for’ the 
purpose of giving them such advice and exhortation ‘as may be 
a : To organize the children of members in classes of moderate 
size, provided the parents or guardians of the children concur in 
‘the measure, and appoint suitable teachers, male or female, whose 
- duty it shall be to instruct them in the principles and precepts of 
the Christian religion ; to organize, as far as practicable, Sabbath 
Schools at each appointment within his fe and report to the 
ensuing Annual Conference in full the statist 
required by the Discipline. 


7, To keep an exact record of all the members belonging to his 


station or circuit, and of the baptisms ; and report the latter, with 


the names of all members in full membership over the age of 
the numbers, In 


= 


eighteen years, to the quarterly conference, and 


‘ww 


sovlety in his charge, to the Annnal Conference. __ 
8, 


: oreport quarterly, when practicable, to the President, the : 
state of his circuit or station ; and at the close of his year, to leave 


his successor a plan of the circuit. 


9. To give certificates to those who desire to remove to another 
station, circuit or society. But no certificate shall be valid longer 


than six months. after date, except unavoidable circumstances 


shall have put it out of the power of the holder to join within the 


above named period. 


No pastor shall withhold a certificate or testimonial from per-. 
sons Whose moral character stands fair. A suitable testimonial — 
shall not be withheld from those who eee to withdraw from — 


the fellowship of the Methodist Churc 
| DUTIES OF ASSOCIATE PASTORS. 
It shall be the duty of the associate pastor to preach statedly in 


allthe appointments, and to aid the pastor in the general work of 
the Gospel in the charge to which he has been appointed... | 


SecTion X. 
DUTIES OF UNSTATIONED| MINISTERS, 


the duty every unstationed minister 


consistently with his other duties; provided always, that at. the 


time of making out a plan, every unstationed minister and preacher. 
shall have the privilege of stating explicitly the amount of ser-. 


vices he can consistently perform. 

DUTIES OF CLASS LEADERS. 

[See Constitution, Article VIII.) 

It shall be the duty of each classleader— 


cs of his charge as. 


to preach in all the appointments officially assigned to him, and to. 
render all the ministerial assistance in his circuit or station he can, 
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causes thereof. Any minister who shall neglect the above 


a ‘shall be subject to the censure of the Conference ; eet persisted 


_ence may, supply the place of the President in ordinations, by sub. 
-gtituiing any other elder in his stead. 

_ _¢line to prescribe the mode for the election of delegates to the 
Annual the following shallbethe.rule: 
In stations, the election shall be by the members, under the gj. 


for two. years in succession, shall be liable to lose his member. 
i? ship in Conferenceby avotethereof, 
‘ 26. When circumstances make it necessary, the Annual Confer. 


a 


. 


- 


rection of the stewards, who shall designate the time and place, 
and serve as judges of the election. Kvery election shall yt | 
-ballot, and be held at least ten days before the sitting of the An- 
nual Conference. Notice shall be given on the prece ing Sabbath 
from the pulpit, or pulpits, of the time and place of holding the 
election. . No person shall be declared elected except he have a 
Majority of allthe votes given, 
mee Tp. clrpuits, the delegates shall be elected by ballot, at the quar- 
_terly conference next preceding the sitting of the Annual Con- 

ference, under the direction of the stewards, who shall act, as 
judges of the election. In this and other elections, and in settle- 
_ment,.of all questions requiring a vote of the church, all members 


’ ‘ORDER OF BUSINESS RECOMMENDED TO THE SEVERAL ANNUAL Cov- 


a? 


 FERENCES. 
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| $ecron VIL 
_ ADVICE TO MINISTERS AND PREACHERS. 


Section VIII. 
| ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT. _ 
See Constitution, Art. VII, Sec-2.) 
» | When a President makes an exchange of a minister or preacher 
from one circuit, station or mission to another, it shall be his du- 
ty to give him a written certificate of said change, which shall be 
his passport to the new appointment. He shall also give a certifi- 
cate of employment to ministers, preachers and missionaries, 
whom he may employ, in the recess of the Conference, without 
- which no minister, pens or missionary shall be recognized as 


| [Same as in Methodist Protestant Discipline, page 56.) ’ 


SECTION Ix. 

roe ® It.shall be the duty of pastors to preach the Word, adminis- 
ter, the ordinances, execute the discipline, and faithfully discharge 
belonging to the ministerial and pastoral office. 


and see that they are duly and properly met by their respective 
leaders, and that the members regularly attend ‘their classes. And 
to hold an election within the last quarter in each Conference 


[This is nearly the same as in Methodist Protestant Discipline, 


O visit all the classes, at least once a quarter, if practicable, — 
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who. are eighteen years 01 age shall be entitled to vote. arr? 
| t 


ards of the circuits or stations | to which hey ma be ap- 
pointed for the ensuing year. y P 
Phe traveling expenses of the delegated must, met: bythe re- 
spective circuits and stations ‘which send them up to: pide one if 
they’ demand reimbursement. . 
“Jo make out an. aectirate. exhibit, Conference, showing: 
“1st. What each preacher has received from his prernon or stan , 
tion during thespast. years 
The amount. paid to: each out of the funds, received for the 
"Md. ‘The amount forwarded to. ‘Conference ‘from: each: circuit, 
station and mission, as Conference: collection, and»the respective 
sums forwarded by individuals or societies. bead 
Each Annual Conference shall defray the or of its repre- 


aug “3°? ~ ey 


DUTIES OF THE cincurt AND 19) | 
Uo stitution, Article VI | 


‘Its be the of the dtewaras of a. cirouit; or 
mission to receive and take an exact: account: of ’ the: ordinary 
chirch collections, and all funds ‘raised for the’ support of the 
preacher in the charge; to pay the preacher quarterly, or oftener, 
if hecessary, out‘of the. funds received ; to meet all coritingent ex- 
penses; and to make.an accurate return'to the: ‘church, ‘or quar- 
ter: conference, of their receipts and disbursements during: each 
quarter, a fair of the condition of station 


2.. To make the necess: ry. provision. and fo the 
Lord’s Suppe 1nd-_love feast: ‘to receive the collections, made on 
those occasions, and. all other | moneys contributed for the relief of 
the poor;.and to distribute those funds as occasion may_ require, 

| according to their best. judgment, having. special. regard to. those 
poor members who are the most necessitous and deserving., The 


stewards shall make a quarterly return.to the society, or quarterly 


thestate of those funds. 
To.use.all. proper. means, when. Anduce, the, 


liberal in their contributions... - 


The stewards shall keep a separate book for the purpose: of en+ 
tering the weekly, monthly, or emigre hy donations mae by those 
who are not members of the church. 1) EMME 


To see that a Conferénce collection be taken 
in the last qu uarter, previous to the sitting of the’ Annual ‘Confer 
ence, both in the classes and in the congregations. ‘The whole eol- 
lection, when made, shall be forwarded by, the stewards to ‘the | con-' 


aid by the pre eachers themselves, and be 


conference, of their collections a and contributions for the poor, and : 


members, and those who sit regularly under our ania | to. a 
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__ It is recommended, whenever practicable, that no Class exceed 


one hour. 


— contributed to make up their deficiencies, as contemplated by 


60 


1. To meet his class once a week, in order to 


receive what they are willing to give toward the 


sor. 


Each leader shall have the names of all the members of his class 


uted. 


a 


“3. It shall also be the duty of each leader to attend the leaders’ 


meeting, (if one be held,) to represent the state of his class; to 
pay over to the stewards what.he has received; and to inform the 
pastor of any that are sick, or need a pastoral visit. 9. 

“4, It shall be the duty of each leader to visit the sick, and those 
members who trequently absent themselves from the means ‘of 
grace; and to promote the spiritual, temporal and eternal interests 

5. It shall be the duty of each leader to report to the pastor all 


om of duty or improper conduct on the part of the 
members of his class, which, in his opinion, require the exercise 

Class leaders should occasionally meet each other’s classes, and. 
also vary the exercises in those meetings, for the purpose of. 
making them interesting, lively and spiritual. 


thirty in number, and that no claas meeting continue longer than 


DUTIES OF CONFERENCE STEWARDS. 

1. Itshall be the duty of each conference. steward to. receive: 
the money for making up deficiencies in support: of efficient: and: 


euperannueted ministers and preachers, their widows and chil- 


2. To pay out of the funds received to the preachers the sums 


> 
4542 


those individuals or societies whose liberality shall have pronipted | 
them to aid in this good work. 
_ The funds held by the steward shall be equally ‘divided among 
all the: claimants, except where individuals or societies direct'a 
specific appropriation of any part of their contributions. But no 
one shall receive more than is judged necessary for his support. — 
In settling with the preachers, the conference steward shall ac- 
count with them for all books and newspapers: received by them 
on account of the book agent and editor. He shall pay no preach- 
ers’ traveling expenses, to or from the Conference—these must be 


instr uct the mem. | 
bers in the prince es and | ubles Of UD Istlan y to, comfort them. | 
in affliction ;, to advise them in cases of difficulty ; and to exhort Hp 
them to diligence and in doing and Suffering ‘the 
whole will of God; and it shall also be the. duty of each member 5] 
|g of the class to meet him at the stated time and place Appointed for t 
2. To — SUPDOrt 
7 of the ministry, and the poor; and urge upon the members of his +i 
class liberality in their contributions, and punctuality in pay- 
ment; and to hand over the records of his class to his, succes. " 
tT entered ih & DOOK Or paper, Kept Py) Aim for the purpose, in which 8 
| he shall note, weekly, the presence or absence of each member, and 
| give each one credit on the book or paper for the amount contrib- 
| 
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par should be conducted ‘with 
All 3 d reverence amd no disarder should Ai 
SECTION XVI. 


MEANS OF GRACE, 


grace by the Methodlat Church are, 
hing the Seri Lord's Bupper, Love 

ivate family prayer, 

who neglect these means should he fires 


SECTION XVUl. 
ORDER FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, 
(Nearly the same 3s found in the Methodist Protestant Diseip- 


55-98. 
XIX. 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 


cipline, pp- 94-97.) xx. 


MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM TO SUCH aS ARE OF RIPER YEARS. 
{Same as in Methodist Protestant Discipline, pp. 97-99. ] 
§secrron X XT. 
“MARRIAGE CEREMONY. 
dist Protestant Discipline, 
SEcTION XXII. 
“BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 
[Neartysame as in Methodist Protestant Diseiptine; pp. 104-108.) 
FORM AND MAXNER OF ORDAINING DEACONS, 
jSee Methodist Protestant Discipline, pp. 108-112.) 
$Sucrton XXIV. 
FORM 4ND MANNER OF ORDAINING BLDERS.’ 
[See Methodist Protestant Discipline, pp- 112-117. ] 
Section XXYV. 
The cha contemplated e17, i d 
ve here i for e Board 
But as want of space hes required the omission of several other 
documents, this, too, is omitted, as it will appear in the permanent 


Book of Discipline, when it is issued. Already, however, the 
chapter has been “7 t in print and circulated by the Cor. Sec- 


retary of the 
SECTION xXxXVI. 
BOUNDARIES OF THE RESPECTIVE DISTRICTS. 


[See Report of Committee, sort by the General Conference, 
foregoing part of this is 


altered from form in Proteitant Di 
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OF SECURING TITLES TO CHURCH PROPERTY,. 

} The laws of the several States are so various that no specific ryja 

‘ can be given which will meet the requirements of the diversig 
iF Statutes under which Churches have to organize. ‘The follow.: 
of ing General Rules, if attended to, will secure: the’ end:'gimeq 

* 1, Before taking a deed, examine the laws of the State, and see 
oi that the Church, or Society, is organized, and ‘Trustees appointed 
Pit according to the requirements of the Statute, 
Hi 2. Let the property be deeded to ‘Trustees, in trust. for thaf 


= Church or Society, giving its corporate name. in ‘the. 
GENERAL DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. 
1. Trustees shall be elected annually by the members of the 
church or society according to the Statutes of the State. It shall 
be the duty of the Trustees to hold the property of the individual 
/ ~~. ehurch in trust for the use and benefit thereof; and to fill all va- | 
¥ cancies occasioned in their board by death, resignation, or ceasing 
i to be a member of the Methodist Church. e 
Bl  . It shall be their duty to hold periodical meetings, and keep a 
i fair and regular record of all the transactions of their board, ina 
book. provided for the purpose, which shall at alltimes be open for 
3. To take.care of the church property, furniture, and premises, 
im 4. The Trustees shall have power, when authorized, by, two- — 
' thirds of the members over the age of twenty-one years, assem; 
a bled at a regular meeting for the purpose, to purchase, build,, re- 
if pair, lease, sell, rent, mortgage, or otherwise procure or dispose.of 
ae property, and on no other condition or conditions whatever...;. . 
_5. In case any society or station shall become extinct by death, 
remoyals, or otherwise, the church property, if any, shall vest in 
the quarterly conference of the circuit, station, or mission, or the 
Annual Conference, where there shall be no quarterly conference, 
to be disposed of in erecting meeting houses for the benefit of the 
general body, after paying any debt that. may exist against ‘said 


Society. 
SECTION 
To establish uniformity among the churches, in public worship 
pees Eand's day, it is recommended that the following order be 
Let the morning service consist of; 1. Singing;  2.'Prayer, clos- 
ing with the Lord’s prayer ; 3. Reading the Scriptures; 4. Singing ; 
5. Preaching; 6, Prayer; 7. Singing; 8. Benediction. 
Let the afternoon or evening services be the same, with the ex- _ 
ception that the reading of the Scriptures may be omitted. Or a 
social meeting may beheld if preferred. 
of is believed that, kneeling is, the most becoming attitude .in time 


4 _ _ It is recommended that notices be given immediately, before the 
preaching. | | 
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